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LDA POLICY
While LDA is pleased to present a forum for presentations and exhibits to benefit those 
concerned with learning disabilities, it is LDA’s policy not to recommend or endorse any one 
specific diagnostic or therapeutic regime, whether it is educational, psychological, or medical.
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A Message from the LDA President
Come one, come all to the 55th Annual International Conference of the Learning 
Disabilities Association of America, held this year in Atlanta Georgia, February 
21- 24, 2018.  Yes, we will be celebrating the 55th Anniversary of LDA during 
the conference and on behalf of the members of the Board of Directors; it is 
my pleasure to invite you and all who are involved and interested in the field of 
learning disabilities (LD) to join us at the conference: individuals with learning 
disabilities, their families, and the legions of professionals and volunteers who 
work in the field of learning disabilities and related disorders.  
 
LDA has always been known as the “go-to” organization for the latest information 
on Specific Learning Disabilities; an umbrella term that includes a spectrum 
of disorders and symptoms, such as dyslexia (reading), dyscalculia (math), 
dysgraphia (written language), issues with short- and long-term memory, non-
verbal learning disabilities, visual motor learning disabilities, auditory processing 
and language processing disabilities, and related disabilities such as Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) and executive function.  All of these 
subjects and more will be covered in-depth at the conference.  Since the last LDA 
conference, several federal and state policy changes have come about in the fields of education and special education 
so please note there will be sessions addressing the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), and sessions about Section 
504 and IDEA will bring you up to date. 
 
Fifty-five years ago, students identified with learning disabilities were taught by teachers who were special educators 
and very few children with specific learning disabilities (SLD) spent much time in the general education classroom. 
Now general education teachers have students from a wide array of special education categories spending most of the 
day in their classroom. The LDA Conference has much to offer both general education and special education teachers 
and gives an opportunity to learn from some of the most distinguished and well known experts in education.  
 
Conference planning is a year-round effort, and I thank our outstanding Conference Committee for working tirelessly 
to organize this outstanding event. Ann Kornblet, Chair, and B.J. Wiemer, Assistant Chair, along with committee 
members, and LDA’s national office staff under the leadership of Executive Director Mary-Clare Reynolds will be ready 
to greet you and look forward to answering any questions you may have during the conference.
 
The conference is designed to provide information and to shine light on the positive characteristics and attributes of 
each individual diagnosed. Continuing in that tradition, you will find Co-Chairs Jennifer Harkins and Lori Parks and 
members of the Program Committee have selected an outstanding array of sessions and workshops addressing the 
most up-to-date pertinent topics in both special and general education. Changes and challenges in state and federal 
public policies affecting children and adults with SLD and ADHD will also be addressed in keynotes and sessions 
throughout the conference.
 
There will be topics of special interest to parents and sessions will include information on executive function, college 
planning, behavior, life skills, the identification of learning disabilities, and the process of working together with school 
personnel. Children with LD grow up to be adults with LD, and these adults are always an important part of the 
Conference. A strand specific to adults is again being offered. 
 
Please join us by bringing your family, friends, and co-workers to the 2018 LDA Conference in Atlanta for a time to 
learn and discover how to advocate, collaborate, and create new opportunities for individuals with learning disabilities.

Patricia M. Lillie
LDA President

The conference will take place at: 
Hilton Atlanta

255 Courtland St., NE
Atlanta, GA 30303

(404) 659-2000
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A Message from the LDA Program Chairs
On behalf of the Learning Disabilities Association and the 2018 
Program Committee, it is our pleasure and privilege to invite you to 
attend the 55th Annual International Learning Disabilities Association 
Conference in Atlanta, Georgia.  Atlanta will serve as a wonderful 
backdrop for the state of the art, exciting, and informative gathering 
of those who are interested in learning disabilities.  Atlanta is noted 
as one of the most popular destinations in the Southeast to live and 
to visit. This city with Southern charm and world-class sophistication 
offers fine dining, shopping, rich history and many attractions.  We are 
delighted to be heading back to Atlanta!

This year’s conference will bring together some of the best 
researchers, policy experts, and practitioners in the field of learning 

disabilities.  Once again, the Program Committee was impressed by the number, range of topics, and quality of the proposals 
submitted this year.  Our keynote speakers, Mr. LeDerick Horne, Dr. Jerome Schultz, Ms. Myrna Mandlawitz, and Dr. Joan Teach 
were invited to begin each conference day by exploring the most pressing issues facing those with learning disabilities and those who 
work with them.  This year, in celebration of our 55th year, we look forward to sharing what LDA has learned over the years and the 
many ways that we have fought to improve the lives of those with learning disabilities.  Excellent and informative sessions throughout 
the conference will focus on different topics including early childhood, instruction, adult issues, public policy, mental health, cultural 
diversity, professional preparation, assessment, technology, and parents and family—just to name a few.  Poster sessions and Table 
Talk for Teachers will inform attendees about the most current research as well as provide tools to use in classrooms on Monday.

There are many unique opportunities beyond the sessions throughout the conference, including our resource-packed Exhibit Hall, 
our impressive Assistive Technology Lab from Georgia Tech, and a silent auction.  Please join us for the Adult Luncheon on Thursday 
featuring Ms. Carolyn Philips (Director and Principal Investigator of Tools for Life, Georgia’s Assistive Technology (AT) Act Program at 
Georgia Tech | AMAC) and our Friday night banquet featuring Mr. David Bowker (Director of the Office of Future Engineers at Purdue 
University).

We hope that you will take every opportunity to increase your knowledge while sharing your own stories and expertise during this 
conference.  We are so fortunate to have an annual gathering of parents and professionals interested in bettering the lives of those 
with learning disabilities.  We hope you’ll join LDA in Atlanta!

Jennifer Harkins & Lori Parks
2018 Program Co-Chairs

LDA President
Patricia Lillie

Host State President
Joan Teach

LDA General Chair
Ann Kornblet

LDA Assistant General Chair
BJ Wiemer

Conference Committee: Jeanne Asher, Sandra Britt, Candace Joles, Ann Kornblet, Connie Parr, Holly Rice, BJ Wiemer

LDA 2018 Program Committee

Program Committee
Jennifer Harkins 

Greenwich, CT
Lori Parks 

Plymouth, MI
Ann Kornblet

St. Louis, MO
BJ Wiemer

St. Louis, MO
Joanna Barnes

Chapel Hill, NC
Sandra Britt

Minter City, MS
Bob Broudo

Prides Crossing, MA
Kathleen Bukowski

Atlanta, GA
Ernie Florence

Montgomery, IL
Suzanne Fornaro

Hayden, AL

Ron Hume
Naperville, IL

Beth McGaw
Dallas, TX

Connie Parr
Montgomery, IL

Patricia Peterson
Flagstaff, AZ

Carolyn Philips
Atlanta GA

Steven Russell
University Park, IL

Wendy Salisbury
Norwalk, CT

Jerry Schultz
Needham, MA

Joan Teach
Atlanta, GA

Program Reviewers
EunMi Cho

Sacramento, CA
Theresa Fox

Greenwich, CT
Julia Frost

Clarksville, AR
Candace Joles

Vincennes, IN
Doris Johnson

Evanston, IL
Pat Latham

Panama City, FL
Patricia Matthews

West Valley City, UT
Melinda Parrill

Cornwall, United Kingdom
Holly Rice

Duncan, OK
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TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 20        8:00 AM – 4:00 PM   

Results Driven Accountability: Is RTI Producing the Promised Results? 
Has it Changed the Construct of Specific Learning Disabilities?

Join LDA as some of the nation’s top experts discuss RTI and specific learning disabilities, then join us in a discussion of three 
most important issues:

• How are students with learning disabilities different from other students who are low achieving?
• Why is it important to define the difference?
• Why is this difference instructionally important?

Experts in the learning disabilities field will discuss current policy and practices related to learning disabilities evaluation and 
identification; advances in cognitive ability assessment; considerations for the assessment of culturally and linguistically diverse 
individuals at-risk for learning disabilities; the role of response to intervention in delivering high quality instruction/interventions in 
general education and its evolving role into SLD evaluation and identification; research based intervention for individuals with 
learning disabilities; and legal and advocacy implications of stemming from current research on learning disabilities.

Response to Intervention (RTI) was introduced in the 2004 Reauthorization of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA). Since then it has become part of special education law and regulations. The promises of RTI were that all students would 
receive high-quality instruction in regular education, levels of student achievement would rise, and fewer students would be found
to have learning disabilities. However, after more than a decade of RTI, the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) 
test scores show students with learning disabilities continue to achieve well below what should reasonably be expected for them.

The Symposium will close with a moderated discussion and audience participation.

Confirmed speakers to date include: 
Douglas Fuchs, Ph.D., Professor and Nicholas Hobbs Chair in Special Education and Human 
Development, Vanderbilt University’s Peabody College. Dr. Fuchs has been principal investigator of 50 
federally-sponsored research grants focusing on best practices on service delivery for students with 
learning and other disabilities. 

H. Lee Swanson, Ph.D., is Distinguished Professor and Peloy Chair at the University of California, Riverside. His 
research is in the areas of information processing and individual differences, especially cognitive development 
and memory, and learning disabilities in children.

Dawn Flanagan, Ph.D., Professor of Psychology and Director of the School Psychology training programs at St. 
John's University and Clinical Assistant Professor at Yale Child Study Center, Yale University School of Medicine. 
She is a widely published author of books, book chapters, and articles on cognitive assessment and learning 
disabilities identification. This year, Dr. Flanagan received APA Division 16’s inaugural Contributions to the 
Practice Award. 

Samuel Ortiz, Ph.D., is Professor of Psychology at St. John's University and is currently serving third terms as a 
member of APA’s, Committee on Psychological Tests and Assessment. Dr. Ortiz trains and consults nationally and 
internationally and has published widely on a variety of topics including nondiscriminatory assessment, evaluation of 
English learners, cross-battery assessment, and learning disabilities. 

Brett Miller, Ph.D., directs the Reading, Writing, and Related Learning Disabilities Program at NICHD. Dr. 
Miller's research program focuses on developing and supporting research and training initiatives to increase 
knowledge relevant to the development of reading and written-language abilities for learners with and without 
disabilities. This program supports research that includes work with diverse groups and includes a range of 
ages across the lifespan.

___________________________________________________________________
There will be a lunch break during the symposium. You may register for the symposium with or without the lunch.

Symposium AND LUNCH $80                Symposium ONLY $55
Please register for the symposium on the pre-registration form in the back of the book.
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PROFESSIONAL CREDITS
 
Continuing Education Credits
Virginia Commonwealth University, Richmond, VA

 
 
For professionals in Education, Psychology, Social Work, Counseling, Vocational Rehabilitation, and other areas, 
Continuing Education Units (CEUs) will be available. Although NOT equivalent to university undergraduate or graduate 
credits, CEUs are accepted by many local or state agencies and professional associations as evidence of professional 
growth activities for recertification or clock hours towards renewal. Since there is a great variability among agencies 
and professions about if and how CEUs are accepted, you should determine whether CEUs are applicable in your
individual situation PRIOR to coming to the LDA Conference.

The CEUs will be recorded on a certificate mailed to you and a Virginia Commonwealth University transcript, and can 
be obtained, without extra charge, as often as requested. It is up to the individual, however, to take responsibility for
having a transcript sent to the proper authorities.

One CEU is defined as ten contact hours, so it is possible to earn a total of 2.8 CEUs by attending all LDA Conference 
sessions, Wednesday through Saturday. Credit for attendance for full, but not partial days is available. A one-time 
processing fee of $30.00 will be charged regardless of the number of CEUs earned at the LDA Conference. Master 
Card or Visa credit cards and personal checks may be used.

If you choose to pay by credit card, you must log in at https://www.continuingstudies.vcu.edu/wconnect/aai3/home.htm
and create a new account by following the directions on this website. Once logged in, click on ‘Complete Listing’ and 
choose the Learning Disabilities Association Conference from the course list. When your attendance is confirmed to 
VCU by the Event Coordinator, the completed number of CEUs will be added to your record, and your transcript and 
certificate will be mailed. You should receive a certificate and transcript by mail in approximately 3 weeks following the 
conference. For questions or problems with your transcript, contact Nancy A. Lowe, 804-828-1322 or 
nalowe@vcu.edu.

IMPORTANT: A CEU table in the LDA Conference Registration area will be open from 7:30 AM to 8:30 AM each 
morning and then again for 30 minutes following the end of the last session of the day. To receive CEUs,
registration must be completed PRIOR TO ATTENDING THE FIRST SESSION for which CEUs will be received 
(INCLUDING the keynote sessions). Please be certain the information you provide is accurate. 

 

Graduate Credits
University of Sioux Falls, Sioux Falls, SD

 
 
Educators who seek graduate credit for licensure renewal, salary advancement, and/or special education graduate credit 
will have the opportunity to register for one, two, or three hours of credit by attending this conference and successfully 
completing course requirements.

Projects that will be required are practical and appropriate for your continued growth. Educators who plan 
to register for graduate credit should determine their individual needs before coming to the conference. An 
outline of the requirements can be secured by contacting the instructor (see below).

Registration will be done online and the syllabus will be available at that time. A sign will be posted stating the time a 
registrar will be available.

The cost of each hour of credit is $130. For further information contact:

Richard Owens, Ed.D.
Owensrichard24@gmail.com
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Exhibit
Grand OpeningHall

P L E A S E  J O I N  U S  I N  T H E  E X H I B I T
H A L L  F O R  A  C O M P L I M E N TA R Y

C O N T I N E N TA L  B R E A K F A S T
W H I L E  B R O W S I N G

FEBRUARY 21ST

9:30 AM

T H R O U G H  T H E  E X H I B I T S
T H E  B O O K S T O R E

T H E  S I L E N T  A U C T I O N
T H E  A S S I S T I V E  T E C H N O L O G Y  L A B
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21        8:00 AM – 9:30 AM   

WEDNESDAY STRANDS

Opening General Session

A Path to Pride and Success
LeDerick Horne

Poet, Speaker, and Advocate
Somerset, NJ

The grandson of one of New Jersey’s most prominent civil rights leaders, LeDerick 
uses his gift for spoken-word poetry as the gateway to larger discussions on 
equal opportunity, pride, self-determination and hope for people with disabilities. 
He regularly addresses an array of academic, government, social, and business 
groups, including appearances at the White House, the United Nations, Harvard 
University, the National Association of State Directors of Special Education, 
and the Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Nevada, and Alabama State Departments of 
Education. His work addresses the challenges of all disabilities, uniting the efforts 
of diverse groups in order to achieve substantive, systemic change.

Drawing from the forthcoming book “Empowering Students with Hidden 
Disabilities: A Path to Pride and Success,” this keynote session will provide 
advice and strategies to help improve the outcomes of students learning within 

an inclusive classroom. Examples of how to strengthen skills associated with self-disclosure and self-advocacy will be 
presented. 

Participants will also develop an understanding of how to help their students develop and maintain a sense of disability 
pride in order to reach their transition goals.

Advocacy/Public Policy W12, W19, W26, W33 Mental Health W1, W18, W20, W37

Assessment & Evaluation W11, W19, W23, W32 Parents/Families W7, W8, W10, W16, W21, W28

Cultural Diversity W27, W32 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition

W7, W10, W16, W22, W23, W31,
W40

Early Childhood W4, W35 Professional Preparation W34

Environmental/Medical W35 Related Disorders

Instruction
W3, W5, W6, W13, W14, W15, 
W17, W21, W24, W25, W29, W30, 
W36, W39

Technology W2, W28, W38

Legal Justice W9 Urban Education W1, W5, W18, W21, W33
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21        10:15 AM – 11:15 AM   
W1 Mental Health
Executive Functioning, Children’s Behavior Problems, 
and Interventions
Molly Millians, Emory University, Atlanta, GA
Claire D. Coles, Emory University, Atlanta, GA

Many children with neurodevelopmental disorders and 
learning disabilities are reported to exhibit externalizing 
behaviors problems that may be attributed to impairments 
in executive functions (EF). Often children with deficits in 
EF may be described as impulsive, noncompliant, and 
disruptive. Without interventions, children with deficits in 
EF may experience peer rejection, school failure, and have 
difficulties adhering to social norms. This talk will provide 
parents, teachers, and others working with children with 
diverse learning needs an overview of EF and the impact on 
children’s behavior. The presenters will discuss evidence-
based interventions addressing deficits in EF to improve 
self-regulation and behavior in clinical and group settings. 
Also, the presentation will provide information on strategies 
to improve children’s self-regulation, behavior, and overall 
outcomes. 

 Level: Intermediate

W2 Technology
What Works in Assistive Technology! Students’ 
Perspective
Carolyn Phillips, Georgia Tech, Atlanta, GA

Come learn from our students what AT Solutions and 
strategies are working (or not working). This session will 
provide participants with helpful tips, opportunities to explore 
emerging trends, and identify specific AT to promote success 
in the school setting that can ultimately assist with smooth 
transitions into the workplace and community.

Level: Basic

W3 Instruction
Scripts and Rubrics: Partnership for Writing Success 
Wendy Salisbury, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT

This workshop will provide a quick overview of the 
complexity of the writing process, highlighting why it is such a 
problematic process for youngsters with learning disabilities.  
Practical strategies to remediate and/or compensate for 
writing difficulties will be discussed.  A major portion of the 
session will focus on using composition scripts and graphic 
organizers during pre-writing activities and using rubrics 
to help students revise their compositions. A step-by-step 
approach to teaching students how to use rubrics will be 
modeled.

Level: Intermediate

W4 Early Childhood
Hacking the Brain’s Affective Domain: A Backdoor-
Route to Critical Literacy Skills
Katie Garner, Learning & the Brain Research Consortium: 
Julliard CLIMB, Asheville, NC

Journey through the brain’s backdoor to uncover alternative 
routes for critical skill mastery and take advantage of 
invaluable learning loopholes rooted in brain plasticity!  
Increase early learner-momentum in reading AND writing far 
beyond simple decoding with “brain-changing” multi-layered 
instructional tools that will leave you armed and ready for 
Monday morning!

Level: Intermediate

W5 Instruction
Alternatives to Suspension: Keeping Students in 
School Using the DETECT Process
Beverley Johns, MacMurray College, Jacksonville, IL

This practical session provides a whole array of alternatives 
to suspension designed to keep students in school.  Utilizing 
the DETECT process, educators define the behavior, 
determine what the expectations for behavior are, determine 
how to teach students the correct behavior, determine earned 
privileges for students, determine logical consequences for 
inappropriate behavior, and how to track the data.

Level: Intermediate

WEDNESDAY, February 21st

9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

THURSDAY, February 22nd

9:30 AM - 4:15 PM
5:15 PM - 6:30 PM

FRIDAY, February 23rd

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM

EXHIBIT 
HALL

DAILY FEATURES
Morning coffee
Refreshment breaks
Silent auction
Tech lab

H
O

U
RS
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W6 Instruction
Multisensory Math Methodologies for Students with 
Learning Disabilities
Dan Sinclair, Teach 4 Mastery, Inc., Escondido, CA

This presentation will focus on elementary mathematics to 
help students with subitizing, number & symbol recognition, 
as well as building representational models through division. 
Participants will see clearly illustrated examples and models, 
and understand a different way to present mathematics to 
students with learning disabilities.

Level: Basic

W7 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
“Normal Isn’t Real: Succeeding with Learning 
Disabilities & ADHD”  A New Film
Krys Kornmeier, 4-D Productions, Washington, DC
LeDerick Horne, Speaker, Advocate, Poet, Somerset, NJ

As a mother, Krys Kornmeier was concerned about her 
son’s struggles in school. As a filmmaker, she sought to find 
and profile young adults who are succeeding with LD and 
ADHD challenges by finding their own unique solutions. 
Presentation includes film profiles, discussion with film 
subject LeDerick Horne and the filmmaker, and opportunity 
for audience to share strategies for success.

Level: Intermediate

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21       10:15 AM – 11:15 AM   

LDA AT Solutions Lab 
Living. Learning. Working. Playing. 

Wednesday, February 21, 2018 - 9:30am to 4:00pm 

 

Want to learn more about apps that can support learning disabilities?  
Join us for Tea & Talk sessions to review apps and learn about built in  

accessibility features on mobile devices and tablets! 

W8 Parents/Family
Be Understood: Comprehensive Resources and Tools 
to Help Your Child Thrive
Amanda Morin, Understood, New York, NY

Be Understood: Comprehensive Resources and Tools to 
Help Your Child Thrive will walk participants through the 
many tools and resources on Understood.org, providing tips 
on how these tools can be used to help them help their child 
thrive. Video will be used to exemplify some of the tools, such 
as Through Your Child’s Eyes. An interactive component will 
guide participants through ways to use these tools to reduce 
stigma, create empathy and build networks of support within 
their communities. 

Level: Basic
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You Are Cordially Invited to Attend 
the LDA Awards Banquet

Friday Evening, February 23, 2018 at 6:30 PM

Live Not Otherwise Specified

David Bowker
Director of the Office of Future Engineers

Purdue University
Lafayette, Indiana

David Bowker, Director of the Office of Future Engineers, is responsible for directing and implementing 
recruitment activities for Purdue’s globally recognized College of Engineering. David also teaches 
college courses in academic and career planning at Purdue, and is a certified Gallop Strengths Coach.  
He has a passion for encouraging young people to find their niche and takes pride in being a small 
bridge on their pathway to success. David received his bachelor’s degree in organizational leadership 
and supervision, in 1994, and his master’s degree in higher education administration, in 1997, both from 
Purdue University. In the second grade, David was diagnosed with a learning disability “Not Otherwise 
Specified.” His diagnosis has had the greatest impact on his reading, writing, and typing. It is only in 
recent years that David has publicly shared his experiences. 

Join old and new friends for dinner to end the week with memories and thank you’s.

Join LDA as we look to assuring a brighter future for all persons with learning disabilities and their 
families.

Pre-registration is required.
Reserve your tickets on the pre-registration form or online for $55 TODAY!
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
POSTER SESSION 1

Research poster sessions provide an opportunity to find out the results of a variety of recent research studies 
and projects related to learning disabilities.  Visual displays on poster boards can be viewed and discussed 
individually or in small groups with the author(s). Abstracts will be available.

Coordinator: Steven Russell, Ph.D., Governors State University, University Park, IL

The Missing Piece 
Lisa Fulks, Ph.D., Campbellsville University, Campbellsville, KY

This poster will address visual perception, RTI, and the eligibilty process for special education. The presenters will share 
current research done with students in elementary, middle, and high school.

Study on Visual and Auditory Perception Characteristics of Children with Mathematic Learning Disabilities
Shudong Zhang, Landmark College, Putney, VT

This poster focuses on visual and auditory perception characteristics of children with different types of mathematic 
learning disabilities.

Tier 2 Eligibility Criteria and the Identification of Dyslexia 
Jennifer Lindstrom, University of Georgia, Athens, GA
Juhi Furia, University of Georgia, Athens, GA

Coordinators were surveyed to determine whether (1) Tier 2 eligibility criteria varied across schools and districts, (2) 
schools’ eligibility criteria aligned with the criteria provided by the state DOE, and (3) empirically validated methods 
designed to identify students at-risk for dyslexia are part of the Tier 2 screening process.

Latino Male College Students with Learning Disabilities and Requesting Accommodations 
Alex Chambers Ph.D., William Paterson University, Wayne, NJ

Session will begin with a brief overview of the study, including background, rationale, a review of literature, and 
methodology. Followed by a review of  communication strategies with regards to requesting accommodations. Challenges 
and barriers to requesting accommodations will be examined. Results of the study will be discussed. 

Teaching Progress Monitoring Using Vocabulary Matching in an Introductory Special Education Course
Pamela Stecker, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Michelle Popham, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Jennifer Counts, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Dr. Tracy Garrett, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Dr. Abigail A. Allen, Clemson University, Clemson, SC

This poster will discuss the use of vocabulary-matching measures in a pre-service, introductory special education course. 
In addition to presenting technical characteristics and procedures for developing measures, the presenters will share 
how preservice educators used these activities to monitor their content mastery and as a way to learn about principles of 
progress monitoring. 

Pennsylvania’s Dyslexia Screening and Early Literacy Intervention Pilot
Monica McHale-Small, LDA Board of Directors, PA Dyslexia/Literacy Coalition, Bethlehem, PA
Diane Reott, PA Dyslexia/Literacy Coalition, Bethlehem, PA
Daphne Uliana, PA Dyslexia/Literacy Coalition, Bethlehem, PA

June 2017 marked the end of the second full school year for this pilot that seeks to improve early literacy instruction, 
intervention, and outcomes. Presenters will provide an overview of the essential components of the pilot, highlight 
preliminary data, and share lessons learned. 

Bring your coffee, wander among the displays, meet the researchers, and discuss their research in the informal forum of the 
POSTER SESSIONS.

Abstracts will be available. Open to all attendees.
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LDA has prepared these great tips for attendees. We hope 
you find these hints helpful in planning a wonderful learning 
experience. 
 
Don’t go around the block. LDA has secured a block of rooms 
at a special rate. Rooms not utilized in our block impacts LDA 
financially, so please keep this in mind when booking your 
hotel rooms. 
 
Save Money. Regiater on or before February 2, 2018, to receive 
the early bird registration fee.

Dress in layers. Meeting room temperatures fluctuate 
throughout the day. Heating and cooling systems are not 
always reliable, so pack a sweater or jacket.

Please put all cell phones in vibrate or off mode. If you must 
take a call, please step totally out of the room before speaking 
on your phone.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21        11:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
W9 Legal Justice
Legal Rights of Students with Learning Disabilities: An 
Introduction
Rodolfo Estrada, Learning Rights Law Center, Los 
Angeles, CA
Samantha Cochran, Learning Rights Law Center, Los 
Angeles, CA
Janeen Steel, Learning Rights Law Center, Los Angeles, 
CA

The session will 1) introduce participants to basic special 
education law (LRE, FAPE, etc.) and 2) provide practice 
pointers for special education disputes (signing IEPs, 
due process, etc.). While a general survey of the law, the 
information will be tailored to learning disabilities.

Level: Intermediate

W10 Parents/Family
Exceptional Students Transition into College/Getting 
and Keeping Them There
Marcia Reynolds Reyman, Cathedral High School, 
Indianapolis, IN

Navigating the eight year process of demonstrating  learning 
at high levels for  a college degree requires  comprehensive 
resources to support students.  Handouts will   summarize   
the  guidelines for college entrance test accommodations,  
metacognition’s contribution to high school and college  
success, and steps for accessing  college  services.

Level: Basic

W11 Assessment & Evaluation
Effective Progress Monitoring for All Learners
Mark MIller, Ph.D., State Support Team Region 12, Ohio 
Department of Education, Martins Ferry, OH
Thomas Brown, North Union Local School District, Dublin, 
OH

The Washington High School Learning Strategies 
Consultative Teaching Model is a consultative and 
collaborative model emphasizing self-advocacy and 
transition for special education students. Presentation will 
include an overview of the development of the Consultative 
Teaching Model and sharing curriculum and strategies for 
building student self-advocacy and transition skills.

Level: Basic

W12 Advocacy/Public Policy
Seeing What Others Cannot See: LD and Visual 
Thinking
Thomas West, Krasnow Institute, George Mason 
University, Fairfax, VA

As modern computer systems and scientific information 
visualization become more important, the visual skills 
and talents seen in many dyslexics and those with LD are 
becoming increasingly valuable in a rapidly changing global 
economy. 

Level: Basic

W13 Instruction
Math Is So Much More than Numbers!
Gary Fein, Kentwood Preparatory School, Lantana, FL

Gary Fein’s lecture bridges the existing gap between 
understanding basic math and how it is currently being 
taught. It transforms math from an abstract entity to one 
that has depth and space, is tangible, uses a very specific 
language and vocabulary, has patterns, and is applicable to 
everyday life. 

Level: Basic

W14 Instruction
Social Communications: Teaching Self-Advocacy and 
Self-Awareness
Jessica Meglio, Leyden High Schools, Franklin Park, IL
Jennifer Strzelczyk, Leyden High Schools. Franklin Park, 
IL

See how through a Social Communications class,  students 
have become the leaders in their learning! Learn how to 
facilitate students in understanding and participating in 
their  IEP process, while developing their advocacy skills. 
Additionally, learn how to develop the conversation skills of 
students through video reflection and data collection.

Level: Basic
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21        11:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
W15 Instruction
Study Skills: Teaching Hands-On Study Strategies for 
Dyslexic Students 
Josh Roy, The New Community School, Richmond, VA

In order to implement an effective study skills program, 
study skills need to be interactive and hands-on.  To make 
the skills transferable, teachers and students must use a 
common language and have a unified approach.  Learn 
twelve interactive study skills to bring back to your school, as 
well as strategies to implement an effective approach school 
wide.

Level: Basic

DON’T 
FORGET TO

VISIT THE 
BOOKSTORE

IN THE EXHIBIT HALL
 

WED, 2/21 

9:30 am – 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

THU, 2/22 

9:30 am – 4:15 pm 
5:15 pm – 6:30 pm

FRI, 2/23 

9:30 am – 1:30 pm

Featuring the latest titles related to 
learning disabilities, long time favorites, 
best sellers and more!

There will also be book signings by 
featured presenters — come and meet your 
favorite authors!

W16 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Employment Is a Path, Not a Detour 
Char Reed, OPTIONS Transitions to Independence, 
Carbondale, IL
Jen Phillips, OPTIONS Transitions to Independence, 
Carbondale, IL

When planning for success for individuals with LD, ADD/
ADHD, language deficits, and/or executive functioning 
deficits, one must consider the desired and reasonable 
outcomes. Employment is not the defunct option, but 
the desired goal for achieving independence. Join us to 
examine the twists and turns encountered on the paths to 
employment.

Level: Basic
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         1:30 PM  –  2:30 PM   
EDUCATION WORKSHOP  

W17               
1:30 PM - 2:30 PM 
    

Removing Roadblocks and Creating Pathways: Supporting 
Children with Learning Disabilities and ADHD in the Classroom

Allen Broyles, The Children’s School, Atlanta, GA

A teacher who truly supports a range of learners in the classroom plans not just for subjects or content, 
but for how each learner might best develop an understanding of that content and clearly communicate 
that understanding. This requires identifying and planning for students’ potential roadblocks to 
understanding, providing rich multisensory experiences, explicitly teaching executive functions, and 
guiding students to an understanding of his or her own learning profile. Mainstream teachers aren’t 
experts in learning disabilities, but they do know where their students are getting stuck (i.e. roadblocks). 
This workshop will help them understand the common roadblocks associated with learning disabilities 
and ADHD and provide specific strategies and approaches to meet a broader range of learning needs 
in the classroom.

Level: Intermediate

* Support through local and state groups and workshops.

* Advocacy through assistance, training and information.

* Resources on LDA website for parents, teachers, professionals, 
adults, and those new to learning disabilities.

* News briefings of the week’s top stories on learning 
disabilities and related topics via The LD Source, a weekly, 
free opt-in email resource.

* News from Washington: Monthly reports on legislative issues via 
Legislative News.

* LDA Today: LDA’s comprehensive national e-newsletter published five times a 
year. 

* Comprehensive website featuring exclusive members only area with access to leading 
experts and online training.

* Discounts on registration for state and national LDA conferences and workshops.

* Discount on a subscription to Learning Disabilities: A Multidiciplinary Journal, a peer-
reviewed journal published three times per year.

www.ldaamerica.org
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         1:30 PM  –  2:30 PM   
W18 Mental Health
Sixty 60 Second Behavior Interventions 
Beverley Johns, MacMurray College, Jacksonville, IL

Come to this lively session to gain knowledge about sixty 
positive behavior interventions that can be implemented in 
60 seconds.  See demonstrated examples and learn about 
how you can translate the knowledge gained into action when 
you are working with students with behavioral challenges.  
Gain  ideas to use immediately.

Level: Basic

W19 Advocacy/Public Policy
Case Law Update: New Learning Disability 
Developments 2017 - 2018 
Kimberley A. Spire-Oh, Co-President LDA of Florida, Law 
Offices of Kimberley Spire-Oh, West Palm Beach, FL

An overview of recent U.S. legal cases involving students 
with learning disabilities (LD) and other cases that impact 
individuals with LD.  The session will provide insight on how 
the courts are implementing Section 504, ADA, and IDEA for 
students and individuals with LD and suggest cases to follow 
in the coming year.

Level: Intermediate

W20 Mental Health
Neurofeedback as an Intervention for ADHD in a Public 
School Setting 
Jeff La Marca, Ph.D., Seton Hall University, South Orange, 
NJ

Session participants will be provided with an overview 
of neurofeedback as an intervention strategy, observe a 
live demonstration, and discuss the current research that 
supports its use.  The findings of a recent study on the 
impact to enhance reading achievement in a public school 
setting will be presented.

Level: Intermediate
 

W21 Parents/Family
Ensuring School Success: Interventions to Address 
ADHD & Executive Function Deficits 
Chris Dendy, Chris A.Z. Dendy Consulting LLC, Cedar 
Bluff, AL

Once academic and behavioral problems related to ADHD 
and executive function deficits are identified; implementation 
of effective intervention strategies is critical. This nuts and 
bolts workshop provides interventions to address memory 
and organizational skills, completion of homework and 
long-term projects, and specific academic challenges such 
as written expression, and tips for maximizing behavioral 
strategies.

Level: Basic

W22 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
The Road Less Travelled: Internships as a Transition to 
College
Carolyn Jeppsen, BroadFutures, Washington, DC

The case for internships as a transition to college for students 
with learning disabilities will be explored.  The growing need 
of students with learning disabilities to experience a work 
environment, where there are opportunities for increased 
self-advocacy and self-confidence, and translating to 
more successful college and workplace transitions will be 
discussed. 

Level: Basic
 

W23 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Is This Student Ready for College? Quantifiable and 
Non-Quantifiable Assessment 
Julie LeBlanc, Dean College, Franklin, MA

When assessing college readiness for students with 
learning disabilities, transcripts, test scores, testing play a 
part in determining readiness yet, motivation, resilience, 
and strategy utilization are often more influential factors. 
This workshop will focus on a comprehensive process of 
assessing the many key factors to evaluate students with 
learning disabilities readiness for college.

Level: Intermediate

W24 Instruction
Concept First Math Remediation: Balancing 
Engagement and Cognitive Load 
Ibrahim Dahlstrom-Hakki, Landmark College, Putney, VT

Many students with learning disabilities struggle with math, 
and remediation tends to either fail to engage those students 
or overloads their cognitive processing capacity. This session 
will provide an approach and framework that can be used to 
engage and motivate learners while ensuring that activities 
are within their cognitive processing capacity.

Level: Intermediate
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         2:45 PM  –  3:45 PM   
W25 Instruction
Build Success for Students One S.T.E.P. at a Time
William Flynn, Hebron Academy, Hebron, ME

This session will demonstrate the theory and concept behind 
the S.T.E.P. method.  The S.T.E.P. program was developed 
to assist teachers, coaches, and parents who work closely 
with students with organization and executive function 
needs. The method is used with students to manage multi-
layered assignments by formulating a successful approach 
and a consistent and recognizable process. This session will 
demonstrate the effectiveness of the method by modeling 
each stage of S.T.E.P. and offer examples of student work 
and the graphic organizers designed to guide the teacher 
and the student through the process.

Level: Intermediate

W26 Advocacy/Public Policy
Section 504/ADA and the K-12 Public School Student 
with LD: Hands-On Approach
Janeen Steel, Learning Rights Law Center, Los Angeles, 
CA
JoAnna Barnes, LDA Board of Directors, LDA Advocacy 
Committee, Chapel Hill, NC

A hands-on session using hypotheticals and examples 
of Section 504 plans, assessments and complaints to 
assist participants, learn to advocate, and navigate 
accommodations and services for students in the K-12 
system under section 504 and the ADA.  

Level: Basic

W27 Cultural Diversity
I Can Do It! Strategies for Breaking Cycles of Social 
Learning Barriers
Chinenye Uzoh NDT (INPP), Disability Aid Organisation, 
Festac, Lagos, Nigeria

Sometimes during anxiety provoking situations, professional 
help may not be readily available. Notwithstanding 
exceptionalities, one shouldn’t suffer social alienation and 
emotional withdrawal, diminishing the drive for achievement 
and inclusion. Learn powerful practical step-by-step insights 
to help children enjoy access to quality psychosocial peer 
support through strategic peer-training, self-advocacy, and 
self-efficacy.

Level: Basic

W28 Technology
Digital Citizenship for Special Needs
Jennifer Liang, Cumberland Academy of Georgia, Sandy 
Springs, GA

Our students already seem like “internet experts” by the time 
they get to school. But do they truly understand the issues? 
This session will cover strategies and resources for you to 
have meaningful conversations about the role of technology 
in their lives, as well as ideas for ensuring your program is 
tailored to the specific needs of your students. 

Level: Basic

W29 Instruction
Teaching Fractions to Students Who Struggle in 
Mathematics 
Margaret Flores, Auburn University, Auburn, AL
Vanessa M. Hinton, Auburn University, Auburn, AL
Bradley J. Kaffar, St. Cloud State University, St. Cloud, 
MN

Fractional knowledge is related to success in algebra, 
the gateway to high school completion (Booth, Newton, & 
Twiss-Garrity, 2014). Therefore, it is critical that students 
develop firm conceptual fraction knowledge. This proposal 
will describe how to teach critical fraction concepts to 
elementary students experiencing difficulties using the 
concrete-representational-abstract sequence (CRA).

Level: Intermediate

W30 Instruction
How’s Your Lexicon? Developing Vocabulary in Social 
Studies
Bruce Miller, Landmark School, Prides Crossing, MA

Textbook glossaries & flashcards are insufficient for students 
to assimilate content-specific vocabulary, especially for 
students with language difficulties. Explore ways to review 
and expand vocabulary through structured presentations, 
templates, and kinesthetic activities. Bring a word list to 
create your own classroom-ready activities.

Level: Basic
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         2:45 PM  –  3:45 PM   

W31 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Transition to Post-Secondary for Students with 
Learning Disabilities
Laurie Smith, LDA Communications Committee, Atlanta, 
GA
Georgia Fruechtenicht, Coweta County Schools, Newnan, 
GA

Transition from high school to post-secondary education 
is an important, and often stressful, time in a student’s 
life.  Students and their families need to understand how 
to maximize the transition planning process so they are 
prepared for the transition from the IDEA to the ADA and 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act.

Level: Basic

W32 Assessment & Evaluation
All About Accommodations for Testing
Debbie Bergtholdt, Pearson VUE, Bloomington, MN

If we can be strong advocates for students applying for 
accommodations, more candidates will be able to access 
high stakes testing. Often the request process is daunting 
for students with a disability. This session will help educate 
parents, teachers, advocates and administrators, who in-
turn will empower students!

Level: Basic

EXHIBIT 
HALL

DAILY FEATURES
Morning coffee

Refreshment breaks
Silent auction

Tech lab

WEDNESDAY, February 21st

9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

THURSDAY, February 22nd

9:30 AM - 4:15 PM
5:15 PM - 6:30 PM

FRIDAY, February 23rd

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Book publishers, 
software companies, 
private schools, 
post-secondary options, 
summer camps and more 
are all represented in 
the exhibit hall. 

Come find out more!

H
O

U
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         4:00 PM  –  5:00 PM   

W33 Advocacy/Public Policy
Roundabout: Metro Detroit’s Lessons in Special 
Education Discipline and Mobility
Joshua Tolbert, Indiana University East, Richmond, IN

Recent research in greater Detroit suggests that students 
with disabilities experience high rates of suspension and 
mobility, including cycling between charters, schools of 
choice, and neighborhood schools.  Discussion, numerical 
data, and first-hand accounts will allow exploration of 
educational equity, including recommendations for advocacy 
and specific changes to monitoring disciplinary data.

Level: Intermediate

W34 Post-Secondary/Adult Transition
Parenting a Young Adult with a Learning Disability
Julia Frost, Jones Learning Center, University of the 
Ozarks, Clarksville, AR

Although parents of millennials are often criticized, those 
who work with them and their adult children have seen 
many parents who support their children when needed 
and also lead them toward successful independence. The 
presenter will share her experience working with these 
parents as well as their methods of parenting.

Level: Basic

W35 Enviromental/Medical
Toxic Chemicals: Protecting Our Children’s 
Neurological Health
Tracy Gregoire, Learning Disabilities Association of 
America, Topsham, ME
Maureen Swanson, Healthy Children Project Director, 
Learning Disabilities Association of America, Pittsburgh, PA

No child should be exposed to toxic chemicals when they 
play with toys, eat their meals, or learn at school. Dangerous 
chemicals are found in the products we use every day. This 
session will review the chemicals most harmful to children’s 
brain development, and what we can do to get those 
chemicals out of our household products, food, and water.

Level: Basic

W36 Instruction
Hands-On Reading Comprehension Strategies for 
Students with Learning Disabilities
Jill Haney, National Reading Consultant, South Jordan, UT

Many students with learning disabilities struggle to read 
and cannot comprehend basic texts. This session focuses 
on evidence-based, hands-on comprehension strategies 
that can be taught explicitly to help students at all levels. 
Participants will practice activities to use before, during, and 
after reading. Activities for fiction and nonfiction are included.

Level: Basic

W37 Mental Health
Resilience: Teaching Students with LD to Interact with 
Their Emotions
Regina Carey, Carey On, LLC, Okemos, MI
Kathleen Fitzgerald, M.Ed., LPC, EMDR-certified 
Independent Learning and Executive Coach, Okemos, MI

During this interactive workshop, a Therapist and a Coach 
combine their experiences with clients (and great senses of 
humor) to teach skills and tools for resiliency. Participants 
will learn and practice mindfulness, gather new knowledge 
about emotions, and engage with one another to practice 
these skills. 

Level: Intermediate

W38 Technology
Choose and Create eBooks that Work for All Learners
Christine Jones, Benetech, Palo Alto, CA

Ebooks and online resources can enhance the learning 
experience for students, and schools are widely adopting 
and creating them. However, many of these materials are 
not ideal for students with learning disabilities. Learn how to 
follow simple checklists and select and create materials that 
work for the widest possible audience.

Level: Basic
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         4:00 PM  –  5:00 PM   

W39 Instruction
Moving Into Mindfulness: The Integration of Mind-Body 
Connection with Physicality
Kelly Mazzeo, Montgomery College, Echelon Academy, 
Rockville, MD

Mindfulness and movement are two classroom techniques 
that not only relax, energize, and focus students, but also 
provide the connectedness and novelty that the brain needs 
to sustain attention and self-regulate. Intentional movement 
in tandem with mindful techniques creates a more engaged 
classroom with increased learning retention. 

Level: Intermediate

W40 Post Secondary / Adult Transition
Students with Learning Disabilities: Lives Over Time
Elizabeth Mendelsohn, Winston Preparatory School, New 
York, NY

How can educators support students with learning disabilities 
in becoming successful adults? This session will review 
recent research, and present case studies that link research 
to practice by developing programming at every age to target 
the skills each individual student will need to succeed later 
in life. 

Level: Basic

DON’T 
FORGET 

TO
VISIT 

THE 
BOOKSTORE

IN THE 
EXHIBIT HALL

Wednesday, 2/21 
9:30 am – 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Thursday, 2/22 
9:30 am – 4:15 pm 
5:15 pm – 6:30 pm

Friday, 2/23 
9:30 am – 1:30 pm 

Featuring the latest titles related to 
learning disabilities, long time favorites, 

best sellers and more!

There will also be book signings by 
featured presenters — come and meet 

your favorite authors!
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         4:00 PM  –  5:00 PM   
W41

TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS
Are you a teacher looking to gain new insights, skills, techniques, or strategies? Table Talks are designed to give 
you access to a lot of great information in a short amount of time. In a Table Talk session, you’ll get to participate 
in three different mini-workshops. Just pick a topic of interest, grab a chair at the appropriate table, and when 
that mini-session is over, move to your next speaker. Table talks are informal, fun, and a great way to quickly 
gather a lot of new ideas! 

Coordinator:  Lori Parks, LDA Board of Directors, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI

Selecting the Most Effective Support Model for 
Inclusion Settings
Kellian Hughes, Alief ISD, Houston, TX 

In this session, participants will learn effective protocols in 
choosing support models to match situational teaching in 
inclusion settings and what research cites as best practice 
in supporting students with learning disabilities.  Participants 
will match teaching scenarios to the appropriate support 
model needed to maximize inclusion benefits for students. 

Teaching Science to Students with Specific 
Learning Disabilities in Elementary Classrooms: Do 
Differentiated Instructions Matter?
Pankaj Khazanchi, Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA
Dr. Chia Jung Yeh, East Carolina University, Greenville, 
NC
Ms. Rashmi Khazanchi, Mitchell County High School, 
Camilla, GA
Dr. Ajay Singh, Eastern New Mexico University, Portales, 
NM 

The purpose of this research presentation is to explore how 
teachers in early childhood and elementary classrooms can 
use differentiated instructions to teach science to students 
with specific learning disabilities (SLD).  

Promote Engagement and Learning for Students with 
Disabilities within Inclusive Classrooms
Regina Williams, Providence Englewood Charter School, 
Chicago, IL

The session will begin with a discussion of the study and its 
results. Participants will be led in an activity in which they 
identify ways that differentiation, collaboration, flexibility, 
offering choices, and group work are  used in their schools. 
Participants will be led in an additional activity that guides 
them in creating a plan for their classroom and/or department 
to include differentiation, collaboration, flexibility, offering 
choices, and group work.

Identification, Assessments, and Challenges Ahead in 
Specific Learning Disorder: Indian Context 
Anamika Sahu, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 
Delhi, India
Rajesh Sagar, All India Institute of Medical Sciences, 
Delhi, India
Dr. Rachna Bhargava, All India Institute of Medical 
Sciences, Delhi, India  

Over the last few decades, awareness about Specific 
Learning Disorders is slowly increased in India. However, 
issues related to early identification and assessment are 
still persisting. Additionally, there are some issues related 
to disability certification and provision and programmes for 
these children. This lecture/symposium will focus above 
issues in Indian context. 

Improving Reading Instruction for Students with 
Intellectual Disabilities 
Karen Deighan, Literacy Consultant, Plymoth, NH

Students with mild intellectual disabilities require a rigorous 
literacy program that includes concentrated repetition and 
practice. In this session, you will learn research-based 
strategies and activities to increase the intensity of your 
reading program; this includes modeling and targeting multi-
sensory activities for phonemic awareness instruction. 

Number Sense Remediation for the Upper Grades 
(5-12)
Maura O’Riordan, Landmark School, Prides Crossing, MA
Brigid Houlihan, Landmark School, Prides Crossing, MA

This presentation will discuss how to address students in 
grades 5-12 who are struggling with math content due to 
a lack of foundational math knowledge and/or number 
sense skills. We will explain and demonstrate methods that 
have been successful in remediation, how to incorporate 
manipulatives into upper grades instruction, and explain 
how to identify and remediate specific gaps in number sense 
skills.
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WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 21         4:00 PM  –  5:00 PM   

Executive Functioning Supports Using ACTIVATE by 
C8Sciences
William Hale, Maplebrook School, Amenia, NY

The ACTIVATE Program developed by C8Sciences is a 
cognitive cross training program based on cutting edge 
neuroscience.  This program is brain-based pedagogy that 
directly improves thinking abilities.  Just like strength and 
conditioning programs can improve the health of our muscles 
and heart, ACTIVATE focuses on improving our brain’s ability 
to sustain attention, to remember information, to think quickly, 
to shift focus, and to use reasoning.  ACTIVATE has been 
designed to improve eight specific cognitive functions, which 
are the eight core cognitive capacities or the “C8”.  These 
Executive Functions are the foundations for all learning and 
they can all be measured and improved by using ACTIVATE.

ReadON: Removing Barriers to Learning
Vinay Singh, ReadON Foundation, Orange 
Neurosciences, Kingston, Ontario, Canada
Ingrid Poupart, ReadON Foundation, Orange 
Neurosciences, Kingston, Ontario, Canada

ReadON consist of targeted cognitive training and reading 
instruction. Its accelerated neuroplasticity-based approach 
provides significant improvement in word-attack, word 
identification, reading rate, reading accuracy, reading & passage 
comprehension. Our session will discuss how the reading brain 
works; role of visual, auditory and cognitive pathways; science 
behind ReadON and its results.

W41

TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS (continued)
Fostering Metacognition to Teach Writing Using Hand’s 
-On Materials
Janet Parady, Landmark School, Prides Crossing, MA

Modeling metacognitive strategies through the use of hands-on 
materials is an effective way to help students with language-
based learning disabilities learn to think about structuring their 
ideas for writing. Activities included in the session will be at three 
levels of writing instruction: single paragraph, multi-paragraph 
and essay.

Transition to College for Students with LD: How We 
Can Help
Mati Sicherer, Wayne Board of Education, Wayne, NY

This table talk will focus on our role as educators and counselors 
in the college process for students with learning disabilities and 
challenges. The presentation will contain information about how 
learning disabilities can affect college retention and success 
and explore how we, as educators and counselors, can help 
prepare these students for the challenges that college may 
bring.
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Network with your peers

Build new friendships

Meet your state affi liate representatives

Wednesday, February 21st 

5:00 pm to 6:30 pm
in the Exhibit Hall

All LDA members are cordially invited to the

M E M B E R S’  R E C E P T I O N

G E N E R O U S LY  S P O N S O R E D  BY:
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EXCEEDS
THE NATIONAL AVERAGES 

100%

70% 83.5%
FOUR-YEAR GRADUATION RATE 

(NATIONAL AVERAGE: 37.8% FOR ALL STUDENTS)
Source: National Center for Education Statistics

BEACON GRADUATES 
EMPLOYED OR PURSUING 

CONTINUING AND GRADUATE STUDY

BEACON STUDENTS 
WITH INTERNSHIPS,  
JOB SHADOWING, OR 
WORK EXPERIENCE

Learn more about our  
success rates at:
BeaconCollege.edu

America’s First Four-Year College for Students with Learning 
Disabilities, ADHD and Other Learning Differences

LEESBURG, FLORIDA • ONE HOUR FROM ORLANDO
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Landmark School knows that for young people with a 
language-based learning disability, like dyslexia, school 
can be frustrating and overwhelming. For our students, 
grades 2 - 12, school is about experiencing a personalized 
academic program with one-to-one tutoring every 
day, building skills to make learning productive and 
meaningful, playing sports, exploring visual arts, 
woodworking, theater... and experiencing confidence  
for the first time ever.

Come visit.
We’re just 25 miles north of Boston.

Discover the  
Landmark Advantage  

PRIDES CROSSING, MASSACHUSETTS • LANDMARKSCHOOL.ORG • 978.236.3000

Some kids just need a different approach to 
unlock their potential. Our three programs develop 
personalized learning, build supportive communities, 
and foster a lifelong love of learning for students 
Pre-K through 12th grade.

501 Bacon Avenue, St. Louis, MO 63119  |  (314) 968-3893

www.miriamstl.org  |  Search Miriam Potential on:      

Learn Differently
We Love Helping Students Who

THE 
BOOKSTORE

DON’T 
FORGET 

TO
VISIT 

IN THE EXHIBIT HALL
 

Wednesday, 2/21 
9:30 am – 4:00 pm 
5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Thursday, 2/22 
9:30 am – 4:15 pm 
5:15 pm – 6:30 pm

Friday, 2/23 
9:30 am – 1:30 pm 
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                              HAPPY STUDENTS   
          

   HAPPY TEACHERS  
 

    HAPPY PARENTS 
 

   HAPPY SCHOOL  
         BOARD 

   

					"	I	spent	40	years	teaching	in	grades	K-9.		
I	developed	a	program	to	be	used	by	an	entire	
classroom,	small	group,	or	an	individual.	The	
program	does	wonders	in	a	Resource	Room.		
Great	gains	are	made	with	the	Basic	Skills	
in	grades	K-6		for	reading,	spelling,	penmanship,	
composition,	and	comprehension.	"	
	
EFFECTIVE			ECONOMICAL			TEACHER	FRIENDLY	
Used	independently	or	to	enhance	a	program.	
	

Rescue	the	Students	Now	
The	Seven	Phases	of	Spelling	

	

www.rescuethestudents.com	
info@rescuethestudents.com	

	

 
 

LDA AT Solutions Lab 
Living. Learning. Working. Playing. 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 - 9:30am to 4:15pm 

What are your questions about Assistive Technology? 

Join us in the AT Solutions Lab for open demonstration time and to 
find answers to your questions! 
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Atlanta Exhibitors (partial listing)

Beacon College ......................................................... 406 
Beacon College of Leesburg, Florida is recognized as the 
foremost institution of higher education in the United 
States exclusively serving students with a learning 
disability, ADHD, or other specific learning difference.   
www.BeaconCollege.edu 

Camp Kodiak ............................................................. 203 
Camp Kodiak is an integrated, non-competitive camp for 
children and teens with and without LD, ADHD, and high-
functioning ASD (AS). Some of our highlights include: a 
SOCIAL SKILLS program; an ACADEMIC program; 50+ 
activities; mature, professional staff; 2:1 camper-to-staff 
ratio; and lakeside cabins with a bathroom and shower.  
http://www.campkodiak.com 

Eagle Hill School ........................................................ 202 
Eagle Hill School is a co-educational college preparatory 
boarding school that provides an individualized education 
for students identified with language based learning 
(dis)abilities including Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, and ADHD 
(inattentive type). Eagle Hill is an IB World School that 
offers the International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme in addition to our traditional high school 
diploma. 
www.eaglehill.school 

Executive Functioning Success ................................... 404 
We sell Seeing My Time books and have online training 
courses.  Our program teaches executive skills of time 
management, planning, and organization.  
www.executivefunctioningsuccess.com  

The Gow School ........................................................ 301 
The Gow School is a college-prep boarding school and day 
school for students grades 6-12, with dyslexia and similar 
language - based learning disabilities.   
www.gow.org  

Institute for Multi-Sensory Education (ISME) ............. 218 
The Institute for Multi-Sensory Education (ISME) 
specializes in training educators in the Orton-Gillingham 
methodology to drive literacy success in classrooms across 
the United States.  ISME's proprietary professional 
development provides direct, systematic, and sequential 
instruction that empowers educators to teach the 
foundation of the English language.   
www.orton-gillingham.com  
 
 

Kendore Learning ...................................................... 309 
Learning is fun with Kendore Learning's multisensory 
games and materials.   
www.kendorelearning.com 

Landmark College ..................................................... 208 
Landmark College was the first institution of higher 
learning to pioneer college-level studies for students with 
dyslexia. Today, Landmark offers bachelor's and associate 
degree programs for students with learning disabilities 
(including dyslexia), ADHD, and ASD.  
www.landmark.edu 

Landmark School ...................................................... 300 
Landmark is a coeducational, boarding and day school 
offering academic and summer programs for students with 
dyslexia and other language-based learning disabilities in 
grades 2-12, including a residential program for grades 9-
12. 
www.landmarkschool.org 

Life Development Institute ........................................ 312 
Life Development Institute(LDI), located in metropolitan 
Phoenix, AZ offers fully accredited high school, post-
secondary and summer academy programs for higher 
education capable youth and young adults who have 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD), ADHD, and other learning 
disabilities. LDI serves individuals that thrive in a learning 
environment providing holistic academic and community 
engagement by embedding adult content and 
competencies through integrating practical college 
strategies, refining interpersonal communication skills, 
determining viable career paths and promoting social 
responsibility.  
www.discoverldi.com 
 
Little Keswick School ................................................. 308 
Little Keswick School is a therapeutic special education 
boarding school for boys 9-15 at the time of admission with 
social, emotional, learning, and behavioral issues.   
www.littlekeswickschool.net  

Maplebrook School ................................................... 400 
An Independent Co-ED Boarding School for students with 
complex learning challenges. Two distinct programs are 
offered: The Academic Program for students ages 11-18 
and the Institute for Collegiate and Career Studies for high 
school graduates ages 18-21. 
www.maplebrookschool.org 
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Atlanta Exhibitors (partial listing)

The New Community School ...................................... 101 
The New Community School is the region's only middle and 
high school dedicated to empowering bright, talented 
students who are challenged by dyslexia and related 
learning differences. An innovative college preparatory 
curriculum utilizes customized instruction building skills in 
language and math and fosters academic and personal 
strengths.  
www.tncs.org 

Novitas Academy ...................................................... 214 
Novitas Academy is a boarding school with therapeutic 
supports for high school boys with learning differences 
located near Boise, ID. We specialize in developing life 
skills, helping young men complete high school, and getting 
ready for their next steps. 
www.novitasacademy.org 

Read Naturally .......................................................... 201 
Read Naturally provides reading solutions for struggling 
readers which focus on fluency, comprehension, phonics, 
vocabulary, and assessment.  The flagship program has 
been used nationwide for over 25 years.  
www.readnaturally.com 

Syllables Learning Center .......................................... 306 
Syllables Learning Center provides explicit, systematic, and 
individualized instruction to students of all ages and 
abilities. We help children overcome learning differences 
including dyslexia, ADD/ADHD, and working memory 
deficits. 
www.syllableslearningcenter.com 

Wilson Language Training Corp........................... 303-305 
The WILSON Reading System, WILSON Just Words, WILSON 
Fundations, and WILSON Fluency are multisensory, 
structured reading and spelling curricula to address 
prevention, intervention and instructional needs. 
www.wilsonlanguage.com

EXHIBIT 
HALL

DAILY FEATURES
Morning coffee

Refreshment breaks
Silent auction

Tech lab

WEDNESDAY, February 21st

9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

THURSDAY, February 22nd

9:30 AM - 4:15 PM
5:15 PM - 6:30 PM

FRIDAY, February 23rd

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Book publishers, 
software companies, 
private schools, 
post-secondary options, 
summer camps and more 
are all represented in 
the exhibit hall. 

Come find out more!

H
O

U
RS
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Join us Thursday for the Adult Luncheon!
Thursday, February 22, 2017 at 12:30 PM

Discovering Your Personal Genius
Carolyn P. Phillips, M.Ed., ATP

Program Director and Principal Investigator, 
Tools for Life and the National Pass It On Center 

AMAC Accessibility, Georgia Tech
Atlanta, GA

Carolyn P. Phillips is nationally recognized in the field of assistive technology and disabilities. Carolyn serves as 
Director and Principal Investigator of Tools for Life, Georgia’s Assistive Technology (AT) Act Program at Georgia 
Tech | AMAC. In this capacity, she oversees a wide range of AT projects and programs, including the National 
Pass It On Center. Ms. Phillips teaches a graduate class at the University of Georgia in the College of Education. 
She is a frequent keynote speaker at conferences and guest lecturer at other universities. She has published 
articles in journals, chapters in books in AT, and poetry focused on living with disabilities. Carolyn has dedicated 
her time and energy to promoting independence of all people, including those with disabilities through advocacy, 
education, assistive technology and systems change. Among other awards and recognitions, she has received 
the National Rehabilitation Association’s Belle Greve Award for “outstanding contributions and major positive 
impacts” in the disability community. The Department of Labor in Georgia also gave her the Director’s Award for 
“extraordinary and diligent service on behalf of people with disabilities.” She received her undergraduate degree 
from the University of Georgia, and her Master’s Degree from the University of Kentucky. Carolyn lives in Atlanta, 
Georgia.

Join us for this informative and inspirational luncheon program. 

Pre-registration is required.
$35 tickets are available for purchase on the pre-registration form and online.
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22          8:00 AM –  9:30 AM

KEYNOTE SESSION

Conquering the Fear Factor: Helping Kids with LD & ADHD
Turn Stress into the Fuel for Success

Jerome Schultz, Ph.D.
Clinical Neuropsychologist
Faculty, Harvard Medical School
Resarch Coordinator, The Gaab Lab, Boston Children’s Hospital
Cambridge, MA

Dr. Jerome (Jerry) Schultz began his career as a special education teacher. He is a 
clinical neuropsychologist who for over 35 years has specialized in the assessment and 
treatment of children with LD/ADHD. He earned his Ph.D. and held a faculty position 
at Boston College and has also served on the faculty of Lesley University and Wright 
State University. He currently has a faculty position at Harvard Medical School in the 
Department of Psychiatry and serves as the Research Study Coordinator in the Gaab 
Lab at Boston Children’s Hospital. Dr. Schultz has presented many webinars and has 
written extensively on topics relating to learning, emotions, and behavior in students with 
LD/ADHD. He has been very involved in LDA for many years and currently serves as the 
Chair of its Professional Advisory Board.

   This session generously sponsored by landmark school 

THURSDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy T1, T9, T24, T35 Mental Health T16, T22, T35

Assessment/Evaluation T3, T5, T20, T26 Parents/Families T13, T16, T19, T21, T31, T39

Cultural Diversity T2, T11 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition T1, T5, T16, T17, T28, T36

Early Childhood T4, T29 Professional Preparation T7, T11, T22, T32, T33

Environmental/Medical T19 Related Disorders T6

Instruction T2, T6, T7, T12, T14, T18, T20, 
T25, T30, T33, T34, T38 Technology T10, T37

Legal Justice T5, T15, T23 Urban Education T2, T13, T15, T16, T18, T27
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22       10:15 AM – 12:30 PM  
ADULT TOPICS WORKSHOP  

T1               
10:15 AM - 12:30 PM 
    

Moving Out of the Shadows, Into the Light
 

Carolyn Phillips, M.Ed., ATP, Program Director and Principal Investigator,Tools for Life and the 
National Pass It On Center, AMAC Accessibility, Georgia Tech
Crystal Perry, Senior Lawyer at Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency, Pendergrass, GA
Angela Mackey, Human Resources, Walgreens Distribution Center, Pendergrass, GA
Lizzie Booher, Georgia State University Master’s Student, Decatur, GA
Jennifer Cobb, Product Manager, Digital Experience at Cox Communications, Atlanta, GA

Often, individuals with learning disabilities live in the shadows within the classroom, workplace and 
community, not sure when to disclose or how speak up for their rights. This workshop will focus 
on understanding the rights of individuals with learning disabilities, learning more about related 
and new legislation, and exploring assistive technology and self-advocacy skills for success. Join 
us to learn about resources, strategies and solutions to assist even more individuals with learning 
disabilities to move out of the shadows and into the light.

The Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) is bipartisan, bicameral legislation designed 
to improve our nation’s workforce development system and help put Americans back to work. The 
WIOA builds upon the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA), which affords employment rights for 
people with disabilities. WIOA and the ADA are evolving and being implemented throughout the US. 
This session will increase understanding of both WIOA and ADA.  Knowing when and how to disclose 
a learning disability to a potential or current employer is a skill everyone with a learning disability 
needs to develop.  Not all individuals with learning disabilities need to disclose to an employer.  
Some compensation strategies can be implemented without the need for disclosure.  However, 
when assistance is needed to implement an effective accommodation strategy, individuals need to 
understand their rights and responsibilities in relation to WIOA and the ADA before they disclose.  

The panelists include a lawyer who understands WIOA and the ADA, a Human Resources manager 
who actively implements WIOA and ADA, and individuals with learning disabilities who have come out 
of the shadows to learn compensatory strategies and find success at work and in school. Hear from 
individuals who have had to decide whether to disclose their learning disabilities to their employers, 
why they made the decisions that they did, and how they chose to proceed.  They will also share 
compensation strategies they developed to enable their employers to assist them in implementing 
effective, reasonable accommodations so that they could succeed at work and life.  Topics covered in 
the workshop will include disability rights, disclosure, assistive technology, self-advocacy, strategies 
for success, and available resources to assist individuals with learning disabilities as they move out 
of the shadows and into the light!
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T2 Instruction
Comprehension – More Than Words: Digging Deeper 
for Meaning and Understanding
Donna Knoell, Educational Consultant and Author, 
Shawnee Mission, KS

Speaker will offer strategies to help students comprehend 
complex text. She will incorporate strategies to identify text 
structures and evidence, build vocabulary, and will offer 
differentiation techniques. Strategies will be effective for all 
readers – students experiencing learning difficulties, with and 
without learning disabilities identification, English language 
learners, and other culturally diverse students. 

Level: Intermediate

T3 Assessment & Evaluation
Assessment and Intervention for Students with 
Dyslexia and Other Reading Disorders
Monica McHale-Small, Pennsylvania Department of 
Education/ Dyslexia Pilot, Harrisburg, PA
Barbara Liberi, Pennsylvania Department of Education, 
Fleetwood, PA

This session, for school psychologists and diagnosticians, 
will provide an overview of best practices for assessment 
and identification of students with dyslexia and other reading 
disabilities.  Identification of the specific cognitive processes 
most related to the development of proficient reading and 
effective, assessment-linked interventions will be covered.

Level: Advanced

T4 Early Childhood
Cool, Calm...and You Want Me to do WHAT?
Peggy Campbell-Rush, M. Ed., Bolles School, 
Jacksonville, FL

Tips, techniques, and ideas to help children with executive 
functioning (EF) difficulties. Executive Functioning skills are 
a better predictor of school success than IQ.  You can search 
Executive Functioning skills and find many descriptions and 
lists; however, the big question as a parent or teacher - what 
can I do to help?  This workshop is packed with ideas, tips, 
and techniques to help you work with each child.  There are 
many ideas that will fit your needs to have success for you 
and the child.  EF skills can be modified and improved by 
targeted experiences and the brain can and will adapt. 

Level: Basic

T5 Legal Justice
What’s New at ETS: LD Guidelines, COE, and Personal 
Statements 
Nora Pollard, Educational Testing Service, Princeton, NJ
Loring Brinckerhoff, Ph.D., LDA Professional Advisory 
Board, Office of Disability Policy, Educational Testing 
Service, Princeton, NJ
Morgan Murray, Educational Testing Service, Princeton, 
NJ

Technical assistance from the Department of Justice has 
led Educational Testing Service (ETS) to make changes to 
policies and procedures to make requesting accommodations 
less burdensome. At this session, ETS representatives will 
discuss the revised Guidelines for Documenting Learning 
Disabilities, the expanded Certification of Eligibility (COE), 
and the increased importance of personal statements from 
test takers.   

Level: Intermediate

T6 Instruction
I Hate to Write! Increasing Academic Achievement of 
Reluctant Writers
Kathy Oehler, SLP, Autism Consultant, Carmel, IN
Cheryl Boucher, OT, MSD Wayne Township, Indianapolis, 
IN

Writing in today’s classroom is a high stakes skill.  It affects 
academic achievement and behavior, especially for students 
with executive functioning differences such as Autsim 
Spectrum Disorder, Learning Disabilities, or ADHD.  This 
session will offer strategies to help these students improve 
behavior and increase academic achievement. 

Level: Intermediate

T7 Instruction
Supporting Students in a Traditional Independent 
School
Kathleen Bukowski, Marist School, Atlanta, GA
Libby Ayoob, Marist School, Atlanta, GA

This session will discuss how to support students with mild to 
moderate learning and attention issues within the traditional, 
independent school environment. The importance of 
professional development opportunities, the development of 
a robust study skills curriculum, and the establishment of a 
dedicated physical space will be addressed.  

Level: Intermediate

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22       10:15 AM – 11:15 AM  
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
POSTER SESSION 2

Research poster sessions provide an opportunity to find out the results of a variety of recent research studies 
and projects related to learning disabilities.  Visual displays on poster boards can be viewed and discussed 
individually or in small groups with the author(s). Abstracts will be available.

Coordinator: Steven Russell, Ph.D., Governors State University, University Park, IL

How to Improve Classroom Cultures Towards Inclusion Using the Genre of Inclusionary Texts 
Angela Owens, University of Texas at El Paso, El Paso, TX

Inclusionary literature is a literary genre that can provide every student, regardless of ability, with life lessons, an increased 
understanding of peers with disabilities, and improved social relations in a respectful and honest inquiry approach (Hollander, 
2004).  This poster session will exlpore the literature found, which suggest that there are positive effects on the overall 
attitudes when using inclusionary literature to change perspectives of typically developing students towards students with 
disabilities within inclusionary settings. 

Improving the Brain’s Calculation Skills in Elementary School Children
Chris Huzinec, Pearson NA, Houston, TX

This poster will examine how an online, game-based program which combines findings from developmental psychology 
and neuroscience with information theory promotes the essential learning and maturation of processes fundamental to 
performance in mathematics.  Specifically, how it impacts the performance of students with Developmental Dyscalculia and 
their elementary school cohorts.

Linguistic Characteristics and Assessment of Mathematical Word Problem Solving 
Tara Guerriero, West Chester University, West Chester, PA

In this poster, the presenter will discuss various linguistic components of elementary level word problems and further 
demonstrate how to assess word problem solving. 
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POSTER SESSION 2 (Continued)
The Struggles of a Learning-Disabled Student: Abilities Do Not Dictate Capabilities  
David Bush,  University of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio, TX
Annette Craven, University of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio, TX

The purpose of this study is to identify the educational tools, processes, and techniques applied by a student identified as 
being a veteran with Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and having a learning disability. This study was completed by applying 
the Autoethnography method of qualitative research. “The author used self-reflection and personal experiences to establish 
a relationship between his wider cultural, political, social meanings and understandings of how to improve the educational 
performance of veteran and learning disabled students” (Ellis, C., Adams, T., and Bochner, A., 2011). The results of this study 
may assist educators of veteran and students with learning disabilities by providing tools that can enhance a successful 
outcome for students. It may also assist parents by giving them techniques, which can be implemented, at an early age of 
their students with learning disabilities.

Effect of a Social Constructivist-Based Dyslexia Management Program 
Grace Ekpenyong, EmpathKare, Inc., Baltimore, MD
Ini-Abasi Nyong Uko, EmpathKare, Inc., Baltimore, MD
Emedi Ini Ekpenyong, EmpathKare, Inc., Baltimore, MD
Comfort Ukpong, EmpathKare, Inc., Baltimore, MD
Dr. J. Okon, EmpathKare, Inc., Baltimore, MD

Psychology Relieve Network (PRN) developed and implemented a model, comprehensive, community-based intervention 
and enhanced career development for individuals with dyslexia. Take home tips for applying the theory of social construction 
in dyslexia management.

The Effects of Exercise in College Students with Learning Disabilities
Richard Bryck, Landmark College, Putney, VT

The implications of exercise training as a means of promoting student well-being, engagement, and cognition will be 
discussed. Findings from an eight-week exercise program in college students with learning disabilities will be presented, 
including changes in reported stress and self-esteem, as well as behavioral measures of executive function.   

A Pilot Trial of a Virtually-Delivered Mind-Body Resilience Intervention for Parents of Children with Learning 
Disabilities and Autism Spectrum Disorder
Rachel Millstein, Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA

This pilot study evaluated the delivery of a virtual (computer-based) 8-week mind-body resilience program to address 
parental stress for those caring for a child with a learning disability or autism spectrum disorder.  We are examining feasibility 
of the virtual delivery and stress/coping outcomes following the intervention.  

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22        10:30 AM – 12:30 PM   
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T9 Advocacy/Public Policy
Ask the Experts
Myrna Mandlawitz, Learning Disabilities Association, 
Washington, DC
Pat Latham, LDA Past-President, Washington, DC

This interactive session provides the audience with a 
wonderful opportunity to “ask the experts!” Our panel will field 
questions about employment, education, and any other legal 
issues that affect individuals with learning disabilities. The 
“team” can offer information on the courts’ interpretations of 
the IDEA, ADA, and Section 504 from the vantage points of 
a wealth of professional experience.

Level: Basic

T10 Technology
Executive Functioning - Just Google it!
Sandi (Mahl) Smith, PATINS Project, Columbus, IN

Student agendas and three ring binders are so 1990’s! 
We don’t look up information anymore, we Google it! Let’s 
improve our students executive skills with Google tools. 
These real life skills will serve students well beyond their 
school day, they will carry over into their home life and 
postsecondary experiences.

Level: Intermediate

T11 Cultural Diversity
Interpretation of the Major Themes Underlying 
Teachers’ Ratings 
EunMi Cho, LDA Professional Advisory Board, California 
State University, Sacramento, CA
Ajay Das, SUNY Empire State College, New York, NY

This session will discuss the findings of research that 
aims at determining general education teachers’ attitudes 
and concerns in educating students with disabilities in five 
countries namely China, India, South Korea, Uganda and 
the Philippines. The presenters will discuss the findings of 
the study and implications for policy makers and teacher 
preparation programs in these countries. Implications for 
future research will also be discussed.

Level: Intermediate

T12 Instruction
True Grit:  Building Resiliency in Students with 
Learning Challenges
Jennifer Scully, Maplebrook School, Amenia, NY

Participants will gain knowledge of resiliency techniques.  
Tools and resources will be provided that educators and 
parents can use immediately to build students’ resiliency.  

Level: Intermediate

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22       11:30 AM – 12:30 PM  
T13 Parents/Family
Creating Systems & Structures that REALLY Work for 
Complex Children
Elaine Taylor-Klaus, ImpactADHD.com, Atlanta, GA
Diane Dempster, ImpactADHD.com, Atlanta, GA

Getting frustrated when using reward systems, urging kids to 
use planners, or being consistent when creating a structured 
environment for complex children? Learn strategies to make 
systems work in the real world & help kids find motivation to 
use them without making things so complicated that adults 
can’t follow through.

Level: Intermediate

T14 Instruction
Engaging Vocabulary
Amy Barto, Learning Disabilities Specialist, Grand Rapids, 
MI

Engaged teachers develop more engaged students! 
Experience a few quick and powerful multisensory activities 
for engaging older students in English language arts or 
content area classes. Foundational framework includes the 
four components recommended by Graves (2006): providing 
rich and varied language experiences; teaching individual 
words; teaching word-learning strategies; and fostering 
word consciousness. 

Level: Intermediate
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22       11:30 AM – 12:30 PM  
JUVENILE JUSTICE WORKSHOP  

T15              
11:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
    

Disrupting the Nexus of Disability, School Suspension, and Juvenile 
Court

Marshaun Barber, TeamChild, Seattle, WA
Bonnie Linville, TeamChild, Seattle, WA
Rosey Thurman, TeamChild, Seattle, WA

Students who receive special education services, and particularly those students who need such 
services related to behavior, are disproportionately disciplined at school. These students should be 
protected from exclusion from the school environment when their behavior is a part of their disability, 
yet they are often excluded in violation of their rights and special education laws. Frequently failure to 
provide adequate special education services and school disciplinary removals lead to consequences 
in juvenile court.  

The presenters  will focus on how advocates and families can work to improve special education 
services for behavior at school and avoid or reduce extended consequences like disciplinary removals 
and juvenile court involvement. T hey  will discuss the special education laws and services related to 
student behavior.  And finally, the speakers  will explore how advocates can help families of students  with 
disabilities  respond to discipline and juvenile court involvement.

Level: Intermediate to Advanced

 This session generously funded by the Philip Harris Memorial Fund

LDA AT Solutions Lab 
Living. Learning. Working. Playing. 

Thursday, February 22, 2018 - 9:30am to 4:15pm 

What are your questions about Assistive Technology? 

Join us in the AT Solutions Lab for open demonstration time and to 
find answers to your questions! 
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TOPICAL WORKSHOP  
T16              
1:45 PM - 4:00 PM 
    

How is Special Education Linked to the Opiate Epidemic?
 Jeanne Davies, Parent, Tarpon Springs, FL 
  Michelle Lipinski, Northshore Recovery High School, Beverly, MA

Is it possible to catch some of the signs and symptoms many of the victims of the opiate epidemic 
exhibited in school?  Is there a way to implement strategies to identify the young people in our classrooms 
and community before they fall prey to addiction?  This session will be led by  the  parent of  a  student 
with significant special needs who struggled with addiction ,  along with the principal of  a  h  igh  s chool 
who works exclusively with addicted children who typically have IEP’s and 504 plans.  They will provide 
you with some tools to :  1)  identify those children who are struggling with addiction ;  2)   show  where 
the   line  is  from experimentation into addiction and how do we find it ; and  3)  h ow to have those critical 
conversations with young people and their families when you believe they need help.

 This session generously funded by the Philip Harris Memorial Fund

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22       1:45 PM – 4:00 PM  

Benefits of LDA Membership
The Learning Disabilities Association of America believes that every person with learning disabilities can succeed at school, at work, in 
relationships, and within the community – when provided the right supports and the right opportunities.

Join LDA in creating those opportunities!

 LDA is the voice for people with learning disabilities of all ages and 
their families.

 LDA is the leading advocate for laws and policies that create 
opportunities for people with learning disabilities.

 LDA is a leader in promoting research into the nature and causes of 
learning disabilities.

Benefits of Membership:

 Support through local and state groups and workshops.
 Advocacy through assistance, training and information.
 Information via a toll-free call-in line – 888-300-6710.
 Resources on the LDA website for parents, teachers, professionals, 

adults, and those new to learning disabilities.
 News briefings of the week’s top stories on learning disabilities and 

related topics via THE LD SOURCE, a free, opt-in email resource.
 News from Washington: monthly reports on legislative issues via LDA’s 

Legislative News, electronic newsletter.
 LDA Today: LDA’s comprehensive national electronic newsletter 

published bi-monthly.
 Comprehensive web site featuring an exclusive members only area with 

access to leading experts and online training.
 Discounts on registration for state and national LDA conferences and 

workshops.

 Discounted subscription to Learning Disabilities: A Multidiciplinary 
Journal, a peer-reviewed journal published quarterly.

 Access to Professional Liability, General Liability and Abuse and 
Molestation defense coverage through EducatorProtect.

Membership:

As an advocacy organization, membership is what keeps LDA thriving 
and allows our voices and those of the children and families whom we 
serve to be heard. The support we receive through membership in LDA 
enables us to:\

 Unite individuals, families, and professionals who have a shared 
commitment to individuals with learning disabilities.

 Raise awareness about learning disabilities among policymakers and 
the public at large.

 Advocate to preserve, enhance and expand access to services for 
children and adults with learning disabilities.

 Represent the needs and interests of children and adults with learning 
disabilities to regulatory and policy-making entities.

 Create and distribute policy and position statements and public 
testimony on various aspects of policies that impact the lives of 
children and adults with learning disabilities.

 Develop action alerts on crucial national legislation.
 Collaborate with professional and advocacy organizations on public 

policy on a national level.

www.ldaamerica.org
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22       1:45 PM – 2:45 PM  
T17 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Are Disability Services Turning Off Students? Time to 
Find Out.
Manju Banerjee, Ph.D., LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Landmark College, Putney, VT

Disability Services (DS) are evolving. Some offices have 
reinvented themselves with new names, more central 
locations, and greater web visibility. Yet data suggest that 
students are still unwilling to tap into DS. This session 
highlights some fundamental inadequacies of DS models 
and challenges participants to rethink DS of the future.  

Level: Advanced

T18 Instruction
Using Content Enhancement Strategies to Teach 
Students with Learning Disabilities
Joseph Sencibaugh, Webster University, St. Louis, MO
Angela (Michelle) Sencibaugh, Valley Park School 
District, Valley Park, MO

This session will provide general and special education 
teachers at the middle and secondary level with numerous 
content enhancements for effectively teaching math, 
science, and social studies to students with learning 
disabilities. In addition to receiving a variety of templates 
of content enhancements, participants will learn explicitly 
how to implement the strategies in the classroom to improve 
the reading comprehension and vocabulary acquisition of 
students with learning disabilities. 

Level: Basic

T19 Environmental/Medical
No Safe Level of Lead: How to Better Protect All 
Children
Tracy Gregoire, Learning Disabilities Association of 
America, Topsham, ME
Maureen Swanson, Healthy Children Project, Pittsburgh, 
PA

Lead can cause lower IQ, inattention, hyperactivity, and 
even violence. Schools and homes across the country have 
high levels of lead in drinking water. Children and pregnant 
women are also exposed to lead in old paint, household 
products, and other sources. Learn about the sources of 
lead exposure and what you can do to help keep all kids 
safe and healthy at school and home.  

Level: Basic

T20 Assessment & Evaluation
Using the Core-Selective Evaluation Process (C-SEP) to 
Identify Students with Specific Learning Disabilities
Edward Schultz, Midwestern State University, Wichita Falls, 
TX

This session is designed to appropriately use norm-referenced 
instruments  to identify a pattern  of strengths and weaknesses 
(PSW) using the Core-Selective Evaluation Process (C-SEP) 
to identify specific learning disabilities (SLD).  A focus on 
application and a practical approach to integrate contemporary 
research with current practice and policy will be covered 

Level: Advanced

T21 Parents/Family
Bridging the Gap between Home and School: 10 Rules to 
Build Collaboration with Parents and Schools
Tim King, Crowning Moments Consultants, Palm Coast, FL

Participants of this session will engage in a race! The race 
towards collaboration. This is the exploration of 10 rules 
for parents to engage with schools. The presentation takes 
current research on parental involvement and explores it in a 
fun way. You won’t leave tired, but you will leave empowered.

 Level: Basic

T22 Mental Health
Anxiety-Filled Reflections, from a Professor, on the 
Emotional Spectrum
Kristina Scott, Salem State University, Salem, MA

I started school as selectively mute, and, in later years, was 
diagnosed with a society anxiety disorder. I am a university 
professor and speak openly about my disability with my 
students, so that they can relate, and have an understanding 
as they proceed to their teaching careers. In this session, I 
will speak about strategies I have developed and used from 
K-12, to university, to the workplace. I will also speak about 
how anxiety is on the rise in university students, with 41% 
indicating they are afflicted with anxiety. 

Level: Basic

T23 Legal Justice
IDEA & 504/ADA and Students in Private, Religious, and 
Charter Schools
Janeen Steel, Learning Rights Law Ctr., Los Angeles, CA
Rodolfo Estrada, Learning Rights Law Ctr., Los Angeles, CA
Samantha Cochran, Learning Rights Law Ctr., Los Angeles, 
CA

Many parents and educators mistakenly believe IDEA and 
504/ADA only apply to students currently enrolled in public 
schools. Session participants will learn how IDEA and 504/
ADA can apply to students who are in private, religious, and 
charter schools or home-schooled.

Level: Intermediate
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22        3:00 PM  –  4:00 PM  
T24 Advocacy/Public Policy
Dyslexia: From the Perspective of High School 
Students
Susan Scheiner, Learning Ally, Princeton, NJ

This presentation, delivered by four high school students 
who are dyslexic,  explores the characteristics and myths of 
dyslexia, as well as accommodations, assistive technology, 
self-advocacy and personal stories.  Included is an interactive 
portion  designed to allow attendees to experience what it 
feels like to be dyslexic.

Level: Basic

T25 Instruction
Accessible Middle School Math: Interactive Multimodal 
Lessons Engage Students
Christopher Woodin, Landmark School, Prides Crossing, 
MA

This interactive session features innovative methods to 
explain concepts and perform procedures customarily 
taught at the middle school level. Concrete manipulatives 
and graphic organizers used in hands-on, gross motor/
kinesthetic activities provide students with the ability to 
perceive, process, and describe abstract material that 
may otherwise elude or overwhelm them. Learn to teach 
abstract concepts, sophisticated vocabulary, and complex 
procedures using concrete, structured interactive activities.

Level: Intermediate

T26 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Test Optional Is NOT the Only Option: Test Prep for 
Students with ADHD/LD
Jennifer Cohen, LaunchPad Education, Dallas, TX

The SAT/ACT can be daunting for college bound students 
with ADHD/LD and their families.  Learn how to choose 
the right test, craft a realistic testing calendar, and critically 
assess test prep options.  Further, get up-to-date information 
on available accommodations and how to apply.

Level: Basic

T27 Urban Education
Unmasking Youth At-risk
Sheila Brown, Alphaconcept, LLC, Canton, MI

This popular session brings clarity and strategies to 
understanding the correlation between lagging skills and 
student behavior, trauma and poverty as it impacts brain 
development and student motivations behind their behaviors. 
Educators leave this session  with effective strategies to use 
immediately  for bringing success to their struggling learners.

Level: Intermediate

T28 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Best Practices in Teaching Culinary Arts to Students 
with Learning Disabilities 
Robert Mullooly, The Culinary Institute of America, Hyde 
Park, NY

Accommodating learning needs and differentiating instruction 
in a technical classroom environment. In this presentation 
Chef Mullooly will describe the challenges in a professional 
kitchen, as well as provide solutions that work to assist 
students in pursuing their passion of food and cooking.

Level: Basic

T30 Instruction
The Art of Taking and Processing Class Notes for 
Students with ADHD/LD
Geraldine Pesacreta, The Hill Center, Durham, NC
Kerrie Goray, The Hill Center, Durham, NC

Using the curriculum developed for The Hill Center Executive 
Function program, participants learn multiple note-taking 
formats that require student engagement and strategies 
for memorizing facts, processing information, drawing 
conclusions, and preparing for a test.  All materials needed 
to implement these strategies are made available to the 
participants.  

Level: Intermediate

T31 Parents/Family
Tips to Build Your Child’s and Teen’s Executive 
Functions
Marydee Sklar, Executive Functioning Success, Portland, 
OR

The presenter will share her twenty years of helping parents 
teach their struggling children time-management and 
planning skills. Learn the connections between the brain, 
emotions, and the ability to get things done. Learn practical, 
simple, proven strategies and tools to change your child’s 
behavior connected to chores and homework.

Level: Basic
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22        4:15 PM  –  5:15 PM  
T32 Professional Preparation
Real Schools, Real Teachers: A Problem-Solving Clinic
Steven Russell, Governors State University, University 
Park, IL
Holly Rice, Cameron University, Lawton, OK
Evie Lindbergh, Oral Roberts University, Tulsa, OK

For the twenty-third year, a panel of authorities in teacher 
preparation, supervision, and related areas will give 
participants the opportunity to ask questions and receive 
answers to problems and issues related to the provision of 
services for students with learning disabilities.  Of particular 
emphasis will be “how” to deal with teachers and other 
professionals “to get what you want.”

Level: Basic

T33 Instruction
Problems of Practice in Co-Teaching: How Do We Fix 
Them?
Angela Owens, University of Texas-Region 19, El Paso, 
TX
Bernice Garcia, University of Texas-Region 19, El Paso, 
TX

Join us as we discuss innovative, out-of-the box thinking 
solutions to common problems in co-taught settings. In 
this interactive session, we will navigate new technological 
advances and theoretical practices that can be integrated 
to help ALL students in inclusionary and/or co-taught 
settings. Topics such as culture in classrooms and campus 
environments,  resilience (for both educators and students), 
communication, placement, professional development, and 
instruction will be grappled with as well as relevant solutions 
to problems that do not always seem easy when dealing with 
the challenges of limited time, resources, and energy.

Level: Intermediate

T34 Instruction
Interactive Learning Strategies to Engage Students: 
Arts Integration and Differentiated Instruction
Katherine Koch, St Mary’s College of Maryland, St. Mary’s 
City, MD
Janna Thompson, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, St. 
Mary’s City, MD

This interactive session introduces arts integration as a 
way to improve classroom engagement, especially for 
those with learning differences. The theory and benefits 
of arts integration and the needs of students with learning 
disabilities will be addressed. A participatory demonstration 
of how to implement an arts integrated lesson for students 
with learning disabilities will include activities from content 
areas, integrated with arts activities.

Level: Basic

T35 Advocacy/Public Policy
Empathy Heroes League: Open Training. The 
Membership is Free and the Benefits are Indescribable!
Alexandre Tavares, The Medical Centre at the Boardwalk, 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada

In this open training session, you will learn simple strategies 
that can be implemented immediately and lead to dramatic 
benefits in the lives of most children who have learning 
disorders. By combining empathy with focus on success 
and strengths, we can effectively change the lives of most 
children who currently struggle to learn.

Level: Basic

T36 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Preparing Young Adults for Workplace Success
Michele Ramsay, College Internship Program, Melbourne, 
FL
Sharona Sommer, CPC, College Internship Program, 
Pittsfield, MA

The importance of developing strong self- advocacy and 
communication skills in the workplace. This workshop will 
provide an overview of career to work curriculum designed to 
strengthen students’ perspective-taking, self-advocacy, and 
communication skills through a myriad of supports (advising, 
academic, career, clinical, independent living, social 
thinking, and wellness).  Attendees will learn the critical role 
of self-advocacy, communication, and disclosure in laying 
a foundation for career success.  Presenters will discuss 
real- life challenges faced by students striving to maintain 
internships/jobs and searching for paid employment.  In 
addition, the presentation will offer an interactive opportunity 
for attendees to learn from real scenarios of young adults 
in the workplace by brainstorming possible strategies and 
learning about actual outcomes. This workshop will conclude 
with a Q & A session. 

Level: Intermediate

T37 Technology
What Would the Kids Say?
Becca Carmichael, The New Community School, 
Richmond, VA
Julie Oliver, The New Community School, Richmond, VA

Through this interactive presentation, attendees experience 
our 2-year technology journey from blank papers and stares 
to multi-paragraph essays and confidence to be self-aware, 
independent learners, regardless of language barriers.  
Attendees can test-run iPad applications and leave with 
ready-made activities that will let all students know they 
have something to say.

Level: Basic
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THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22        4:15 PM  –  5:15 PM  
T38 Instruction
Spelling...Why Bother? 
Rachel David, Ed.D.,  LDA Minnesota, International 
Literacy Association, Golden Valley, MN
Mary Beth Kelley, M. Ed., LDA Minnesota, Council for 
Exceptional Children, Golden Valley, MN

How do you improve the academic outcomes through 
Spelling? This session will discuss the correlation between 
spelling, writing, and reading and the impact working 
memory function has on Spelling among elementary 
students identified with ADHD or SLD. Learn practical 
strategies to improve the academic outcomes of students 
through spelling. 

Level: Intermediate

T39 Parents/Family
Teacher-Parent-Physician Collaboration for Students 
with Learning Disabilities with or without ADHD
James Lewis, Marshall University, Huntington, WV

The parent of the child with learning disabilities, with or 
without ADHD can be the best conduit for successful 
collaboration between teachers and physicians. Strategies 
to help teachers build strong collaboration with the parent 
(and indirectly the doctor as well) will be presented with 
practical examples and up-to-date medical information.

Level: Intermediate

EXHIBIT 
HALL

DAILY FEATURES
Morning coffee

Refreshment breaks
Silent auction

Tech lab

WEDNESDAY, February 21st

9:30 AM - 4:00 PM
5:00 PM - 6:30 PM

THURSDAY, February 22nd

9:30 AM - 4:15 PM
5:15 PM - 6:30 PM

FRIDAY, February 23rd

9:30 AM - 1:30 PM

Book publishers, 
software companies, 
private schools, 
post-secondary options, 
summer camps and more 
are all represented in 
the exhibit hall. 

Come find out more!

H
O
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LDA STATE AFFILIATES/CONTACTS

ALABAMA
Tamara Massey-Garrett, Montgomery

ALASKA
Matthew Talley, Juneau

ARIZONA
Rob Crawford, Glendale

ARKANSAS
Kaci Smith, Farmington

CALIFORNIA
EunMi Cho, Sacramento

COLORADO
Jill Marrs, Littleton

WASHINGTON, DC
Lorie Preheim

FLORIDA
Michelle Davis, Nokomis
Kimberley Spire-Oh, West Palm Beach

GEORGIA
Joan Teach, Atlanta

HAWAII
Sam K. Yee, Honolulu

ILLINOIS
Kathleen Loftus, Buffalo Grove

INDIANA
Patty Useem, West Lafayette

IOWA
Paula Hamp, Sioux City

KANSAS
Charity Zeigler, Merriam

KENTUCKY
Steve Noble, Louisville

LOUISIANA
Jo Ann Lorusso, New Orleans

MAINE
Maureen Smart, South Portland

MARYLAND
Judy Lantz, Wheaton

MASSACHUSETTS
Aaron Smith, Peabody
Josh Del Viscovo, Boston

MICHIGAN
Lisa Woodcock-Burroughs, Ann Arbor
Crystal Young, Grand Rapids

MINNESOTA
Martha Moriarty, Golden Valley

MISSOURI
Pam Kortum, St. Louis

MONTANA
Mark Taylor, Billings

NEVADA
Susan Zeiter, Reno

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Kristina Scott, Bradford, MA

NEW JERSEY
Leslie Rubinstein, East Brunswick

NEW YORK
Jeffrey Baker, Fairport

NORTH CAROLINA
Jo Anna Barnes, Chapel Hill

OHIO
Mary Ellen Martin, Springfield 

OKLAHOMA
Evie Lindberg, Tulsa

OREGON
Laura Rosal, Lake Oswego

PENNSYLVANIA
Dawn Talley, Lake Ariel

SOUTH CAROLINA
Analisa Smith, Chapin

SOUTH DAKOTA
Jim Huff, Rapid City

TENNESSEE
Joy Sue Marsh, Germantown

TEXAS
Beth McGaw, Dallas

UTAH
Heidi Preece, Provo

VIRGINIA
Mary Webster, Richmond

WASHINGTON
Liz Smith, Woodinville

WEST VIRGINIA
Lori Dubrawka, Charleston

WISCONSIN
Carol Tschudy, Hubertus
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KEYNOTE SESSION
“Who’s Watching Washington? Tales from

LDA’s ‘Eyes & Ears’”

Myrna Mandlawitz, M.Ed., JD
Policy Director, Learning Disabilities Association of America, Washington, DC

Myrna Mandlawitz has served as LDA’s Policy Director since 2003. She has worked in 
Washington for 25 years as a consultant/lobbyist on federal special and general education 
policy and legislation. Before forming her own lobbying firm, Myrna represented the 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education as its Government Relations 
Director. She also served as president of the Committee for Education Funding, and as 
Chairman of the National Alliance of Specialized Instructional Support Personnel. Myrna 
spent 14 years as an early childhood and elementary teacher and helped develop Virginia’s 
program for infants and toddlers with disabilities. 

Capitalize the A in Advocate:
 Parents, Professionals, Service Providers get On Board

Joan K. Teach, Ph.D.
Director Community Resource Center, President LDA of Georgia, Atlanta, GA

Joan K. Teach has been a special educator working with the LD/ADHD population for 
over 50 years.  She facilitates support groups for parents, adults and women with LD/
ADHD.  Upon retirement, she developed a specialty helping those with learning and 
attention difficulties discover their inner strengths.  As a gamer, she develops games and 
simulations for the learning community.  Nationally she has served on the AIGE, CHADD, 
and LDA Boards, and is involved with CHADD GA, LDA of Georgia.  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23       8:00 AM – 9:30 AM 

FRIDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy F1, F16, F34 Mental Health F12, F17, F40

Assessment/Evaluation F4, F10, F26 Parents/Families F3, F11, F14, F16, F17, F28, F36

Cultural Diversity F9, F25, F33, F40 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition F7, F19, F22, F27, F30, F31, F39

Early Childhood F6, F10 Professional Preparation F4, F26, F35

Environmental/Medical F24 Related Disorders

Instruction F2, F6, F8, F11, F13, F15, F20, 
F21, F23, F26, F29, F32, F33, F38 Technology F5, F7, F18, F37

Legal Justice Urban Education F2, F5, F11, F13, F20
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You Are Cordially Invited to Attend 
the LDA Awards Banquet

Friday Evening, February 23, 2018 at 6:30 PM

Live Not Otherwise Specified

David Bowker
Director of the Office of Future Engineers

Purdue University
Lafayette, Indiana

David Bowker, Director of the Office of Future Engineers, is responsible for directing and implementing 
recruitment activities for Purdue’s globally recognized College of Engineering. David also teaches 
college courses in academic and career planning at Purdue, and is a certified Gallop Strengths Coach.  
He has a passion for encouraging young people to find their niche and takes pride in being a small 
bridge on their pathway to success. David received his bachelor’s degree in organizational leadership 
and supervision, in 1994, and his master’s degree in higher education administration, in 1997, both from 
Purdue University. In the second grade, David was diagnosed with a learning disability “Not Otherwise 
Specified.” His diagnosis has had the greatest impact on his reading, writing, and typing. It is only in 
recent years that David has publicly shared his experiences. 

Join old and new friends for dinner to end the week with memories and thank you’s.

Join LDA as we look to assuring a brighter future for all persons with learning disabilities and their 
families.

Pre-registration is required.
Reserve your tickets on the pre-registration form or online for $55 TODAY!
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23       10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 
F1              
10:15 AM - 11:15 AM 
    
Comprehension – More Than Words: Digging Deeper for Meaning and 

Understanding

Donna Knoell, Educational Consultant and Author, Shawnee Mission, KS

Comprehension is the process in which readers construct or make meaning from connected text. It 
is a deliberate, strategic process in which the reader engages with text to determine what the text is 
‘saying’. First and foremost, readers need to understand the meaning of words, but comprehension is 
more than just words. Text structures, syntax, and author’s purpose are also essential components of 
comprehending text.

Readers frequently have difficulty comprehending what they read. This is true for students with learning 
disabilities, and also for many students without an identification of learning disabilities. Exacerbating 
the problem is the implementation of the Common Core State Standards, which have brought new 
reading demands and increased rigor for all students. Students are being asked to comprehend more 
deeply, to read more complex text, and to read increased quantities of informational text, all requiring 
increased skills and word knowledge.

The speaker will offer strategies to help students comprehend complex text. She will incorporate 
strategies to identify text structures and evidence, build vocabulary, and will offer differentiation 
techniques. Strategies will be effective for all readers – students experiencing learning difficulties, 
with and without an identification of learning disabilities, ELL’s, and other culturally diverse students. 
Handouts will be provided. 

Level: Intermediate 

LDA AT Solutions Lab 
Living. Learning. Working. Playing. 

Friday, February 23, 2018 - 9:30am to 1:30pm 

Visit the AT Solutions Lab to explore strategies and solutions for 
learning disabilities! 

Presentations and AT demonstrations will be given from conference exhibitors and AT  
professionals from around the country! 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23       10:15 AM – 11:15 AM 
F2 Instruction
Five Useful Spelling “Rules” and Fun Ways to Teach 
Them! 
Ann Whitten, Aiken Learning Lab, Aiken, SC

Five common spelling generalizations help children become 
more thoughtful spellers. These “rules” are often difficult for 
children with learning disabilities to remember and apply in 
their writing. Learn to understand these spelling guidelines, 
fun and memorable ways to teach them to students, and 
motivating games to encourage more accurate spelling.

Level: Basic

F3 Parents/Family
If Only There Was A Map:  Helping Your Child Navigate 
the Trail to Adulthood
John Willson M.S., CTRS/LRT, SOAR, Balsam, NC

You are not alone in trying to help your child navigate the 
trail to adulthood.  Would you like your kids to be more 
responsible, make better choices, and be more compliant, 
have more grit and resilience?  Helping children learn to 
become more aware of their abilities, understand what 
motivates them, and develop specific goal setting skills will 
help guide them in their journey.  Strategies and processes 
presented in this session may also be easily transferred to 
the classroom setting.

Level: Basic

F4 Assessment & Evaluation
Testing Accommodations: The Perils of the “Approve 
Everything” Model
John Hosterman, LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Paradigm Testing, Northfield, MN
Pat Latham, LDA Past-President, Washington, DC

Some organizations believe that the “safest” approach to 
handling requests for testing accommodations is to just 
approve everything and anything.  While this approach may 
appear to reduce legal risk, other risks may be increased, 
including test security risks, test validity risks, and business 
risks (the test center can’t/won’t do it).  

Level: Intermediate

F5 Technology
Technology:  The Great Equalizer
Kaci Smith, Springdale Public Schools, Springdale, AR

Bring your own device and join me in pairing technology with 
student centered instruction to better enhance and enrich 
the curriculum in any classroom setting. This presentation 
will help educators harness the power that comes with 
technology in order to increase student engagement and 
allow students to demonstrate what they know. 

Level: Basic

F6 Instruction
The Role of Imagery:  Teaching All Children to Read 
and Comprehend
Aisha Walker, Lindamood-Bell Learning Processes, 
Atlanta, GA

Imagery is a critical factor in cognition and language 
comprehension. Sensory input connects us to the language 
that we hear and read. This presentation examines how 
improvements in imagery  have a lasting effect on  reading 
and comprehension. Imagery-based instruction is successful 
for individuals with dyslexia, autism spectrum disorders, and 
other learning difficulties.

Level: Basic

F7 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
From Learning to Earning: Georgia’s Transition Model 
for Secondary School Students
Joy Kniskern, Georgia Institute of Technology, College of 
Design, Atlanta, GA
Karen Royston, Georgia’s High School High Tech, Atlanta, 
GA
Austin McDonald, Augusta Tech, Atlanta, GA

This session will give an overview of High School High 
Tech, its services, data collection and outcomes, computer 
competition, and program partners. Participants will hear 
from the CEO of High School High Tech, a board member, 
a program graduate, and a school teacher involved in the 
program. 

Level: Intermediate

F8 Instruction
Full Steam Ahead:  Helping Students Stay on Track for 
Change
Karen MacMillan, Foothills Academy, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada
Simon Williams, Foothills Academy, Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada

In this session, we will discuss recent literature on fostering 
autonomous self-regulation in students with LD and/
or ADHD, based on the Self-Determination Theory.  We 
will share some key practices for teachers and parents to 
support young people’s self-regulation skills (emotional, 
cognitive, and behavioral), particularly from a developmental 
perspective (grades 3-12).

Level: Intermediate
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23       11:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
F9 Cultural Diversity
Culturally Relevant STEAM (STEM/Arts) Methods for 
English-learners with Learning Disabilities
Patricia Santistevan Matthews, LDA Professional 
Advisory Board, University of Utah, West Valley, UT
Patricia Peterson, LDA Professional Advisory Board, 
Northern Arizona Univ., Flagstaff, AZ 
Stephen Showalter, Northern Arizona Univ., Flagstaff, AZ
Daniel Barraza, M.Ed., Northern Arizona Univ., Flagstaff, 
AZ

Culturally relevant STEAM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering,  Arts, Math)  lessons utilized with Native 
American and Latino English-learners with learning 
disabilities will be demonstrated. Curriculum includes Navajo 
Web of Life and Hispanic Community Math/Science Units, 
developed and implemented in our teacher preparation 
programs that can be adapted for diverse students in your 
classrooms.

Level: Basic

F10 Early Childhood
The Role of Play in the Assessment and the 
Intervention of High Risk Children in the Early 
Childhood Years
Doris Johnson, Ph.D., Northwestern Univ., Evanston, IL

Approaches to assessment, definitions, theories, plus types 
and levels of play as used in the assessment and intervention 
process will be discussed.  Methods of assessment and 
research findings will be presented. Implications for 
intervention at home and school will be explored.

Level: Basic

F11 Instruction
Executive Function In and Out of the Classroom
Kaye Ragland Ed.D., LMFT, BCET, Educational Therapy 
Practice, Tujunga, CA
Karen Caruso MA Ed, Lola Techsystems, Los Angeles, CA

Today, many children lack the necessary executive function 
skills needed to be successful in and out of the classroom. 
Learn about executive function issues and leave with 
solutions/resources that lead to the development of these 
skills for K-12 students of ALL abilities in any authentic 
educational setting or at home.

Level: Basic

F12 Mental Health
ADHD and Emotional Regulation: Changing Thinking... 
Changing Self
Melinda Parrill, Ph.D., Developmental Psychologist, 
Cornwall, United Kingdom

As part of the executive functioning deficit, those with ADHD 
have significant difficulties with emotional self-regulation. 
This leads to issues with awareness of self and understanding 
of others.  Within this presentation, underlying thinking will 
be described; impacts on attributions assigned to self and 
others will be discussed; and suggestions made as to how 
to create more constructive emotional reactions.

Level: Basic

F13 Instruction
What’s in a Word? Strategies for Vocabulary Learning
Judith Fontana, George Mason University, Fairfax, VA

This interactive session recaps the theoretical framework 
supporting direct explicit instruction to teach vocabulary. The 
focus is on semantics (word meanings) and morphology, 
(word structures).  Variations of keyword mnemonics with 
interactive illustrations, cued graphics and using morphemes 
to decode and understand terms will be introduced and 
practiced.

Level: Intermediate

F14 Parents/Family
How to Raise Problem Solvers vs Direction Followers  
Leslie Josel, Order Out of Chaos, Larchmont, NY

How do you get your children to take ownership and 
responsibility? How do you stop telling your children how 
and what to do? My “coach approach” helps parents help 
their children devise manageable steps to reach goals, learn 
strategies that foster independence and competency, and 
build routines and memory skills.

Level: Basic

F15 Instruction
A Multi-Tiered System of Learning Supports
Bridgette Johnson, Ph. D., Montgomery Public Schools, 
Montgomery, AL

ESSA, RtI, IDEA, PST, PBIS - It’s all about instruction 
and intervention.  Participants in this session will learn 
the dynamics of a Multi-Tiered System of Academic and 
Behavioral Learning Supports which stem from IDEA in 
1990 to ESSA in 2017. Through hands-on and collaborative 
activities, participants will experience the barriers that prevent 
students from being successful in school and beyond.  The 
presenters will attempt to dispel the myths about Response 
to Instruction/Intervention and leave with a RTI framework 
to use with local grade- level, department, problem-solving, 
data or RTI teams. 

Level: Basic
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ADVOCACY WORKSHOP  
F16              
1:30 PM - 3:45PM 
    

School Choice and Students with Learning Disabilities:
Vouchers, Charters, Tax Credits, and Other Non-Traditional Programs

JoAnna J. Barnes, Chair, LDA Advocacy Committee, Chapel Hill, NC
Kimberley A. Spire-Oh, Co-President LDA of FL, Law Offices of Kimberley Spire-Oh, West Palm Beach, FL
Janeen Steel, Co-Executive Director, Learning Rights Law Center, Los Angeles, CA

The new federal Administration’s educational platform focuses heavily on giving students a greater choice of 
schools to attend beyond the traditional neighborhood public school.  Secretary of Education, Betsy DeVos, has 
pointed to charter and voucher programs in Michigan, Florida, and Colorado as examples of what she would 
like to see spread nationwide in the future.  Many families of students with learning disabilities are disenchanted 
with traditional public schools that may not serve their needs and are attracted to the growing list of privately-run, 
publicly-funded choice schools.

This workshop will look at some of these programs and highlight the benefits and drawbacks of charter, voucher, 
and tax-incentive programs – as well as magnet and other choice options within the public schools.  It will also 
discuss federal law as it applies to students with learning disabilities who participate in these programs.

This workshop will close with an active give-and-take to discuss school choice programs and the LD student, 
where improvements to these programs can be made, and how to influence decisionmakers to make these 
improvements.

Level: Intermediate 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        1:30 PM –  3:45 PM 

W e  h o p e  t o  s e e  y o u

FEBRUARY

David Bowker

It's not too late to purchase tickets. 

Reserve your tickets on the registration form or register online.

 a t  t h e

LDA

THIS EVENING FEATURING

STARTS AT

6:30pm

23

awards banquet
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Benefits of LDA Membership
The Learning Disabilities Association of America believes that every person with learning disabilities can succeed at 
school, at work, in relationships, and within the community – when provided the right supports and the right opportunities.

Join LDA in creating those opportunities!

 LDA is the voice for people with learning disabilities of all ages and their families.
 LDA is the leading advocate for laws and policies that create opportunities for people with learning disabilities.
 LDA is a leader in promoting research into the nature and causes of learning disabilities.

Benefits of Membership:

 Support through local and state groups and workshops.
 Advocacy through assistance, training and information.
 Information via a toll-free call-in line – 888-300-6710.
 Resources on the LDA website for parents, teachers, professionals, adults, and those new to learning disabilities.
 News briefings of the week’s top stories on learning disabilities and related topics via THE LD SOURCE, a free, opt-in email 

resource.
 News from Washington: monthly reports on legislative issues via LDA’s Legislative News, electronic newsletter.
 LDA Today: LDA’s comprehensive national electronic newsletter published bi-monthly.
 Comprehensive web site featuring an exclusive members only area with access to leading experts and online training.
 Discounts on registration for state and national LDA conferences and workshops.
 Discounted subscription to Learning Disabilities: A Multidiciplinary Journal, a peer-reviewed journal published 

quarterly.
 Access to Professional Liability, General Liability and Abuse and Molestation defense coverage through 

EducatorProtect.

Membership:

As an advocacy organization, membership is what keeps LDA thriving and allows our voices and those of the children and 
families whom we serve to be heard. The support we receive through membership in LDA enables us to:

 Unite individuals, families, and professionals who have a shared commitment to individuals with learning 
disabilities.

 Raise awareness about learning disabilities among policymakers and the public at large.
 Advocate to preserve, enhance and expand access to services for children and adults with learning disabilities.
 Represent the needs and interests of children and adults with learning disabilities to regulatory and policy-making 

entities.
 Create and distribute policy and position statements and public testimony on various aspects of policies that impact 

the lives of children and adults with learning disabilities.
 Develop action alerts on crucial national legislation.
 Collaborate with professional and advocacy organizations on public policy on a national level.

 
www.ldaamerica.org 
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        1:30 PM –  2:30 PM 

F17 Mental Health
Conquering the Fear Factor: Breaking The Stress/
Learning/Behavior Connection
Jerome Schultz Ph.D., Chair, LDA Professional Advisory 
Board, Boston Children’s Hospital, Boston, MA

Because of their neurocognitive and emotional vulnerabilities, 
students with learning disabilities, ADHD, Non-Verbal 
Learning Disability and Asperger syndrome are particularly 
at-risk for stress-related disorders and maladaptive 
reactions. Many of these children have a reduced capacity 
to cope with rapidly changing and increasingly complex 
social, academic and behavioral expectations, which puts 
them in a state of chronic fearfulness. All too often, these 
students are misdiagnosed and inappropriately treated 
when they act out or “act in” to cope with anxiety. Research, 
clinical anecdotes and stress-reducing cartoons will be used 
to explore the neuroscience of this phenomenon, and offer 
practical strategies for helping students identify and manage 
stress in the classroom, clinic, and home. 

Level: Intermediate

F18 Technology
Internet Safety:  Addressing the Needs of the Digital 
Generation
Jessica Gallo, Maplebrook School, Amenia, NY

This workshop is designed to help educators provide a 
secure environment and give the necessary tools to their 
students to keep them safe on the Internet.

Level: Intermediate

F19 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
New Directions:  Adults with Learning Disabilities and 
the LD Toolkit
Dr. Lynda Price, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA
Dr. Julie Kessler, Temple University, Philadelphia, PA

Individuals with learning disabilities often grow up with little, 
or no knowledge about how to cope with adulthood. You 
can unlock success for them by using a Tool in the new LD 
Toolkit. Join the presenters in this interactive session to use 
these best practices in your home, school, or community.

Level: Basic

F20 Instruction
Using Word Problems in Math to Address Reading 
Comprehension Issues
Beth Powell, My City School, San Francisco, CA

Word problems illustrate how students can struggle with 
the same task in different ways. When you tease apart 
the steps involved in solving a word problem, you identify 
where breakdowns are occurring – especially in reading 
comprehension! Learn how to create word problems that 
improve reading comprehension and develop critical 
thinking.

Level: Intermediate

F21 Instruction
Sorting the Conceptual Puzzle Pieces of Reading: 
Using Categorization Skills to Increase Comprehension 
in Content Area Subjects
Maureen Nisch, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT
Jeanette Glover, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT
Patrick Maguire, Eagle Hill School, Greenwich, CT

This presentation will provide information, terminology, and 
pedagogical strategies that would make it easier to plan 
effective instruction for students who require more specialized 
support as they work to read information-rich texts. It is 
designed so that teachers, parents, and administrators can 
analyze concepts in informational text through the lens of 
categorizing.

Level: Basic

F22 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
College-To-Career Strategies for Students Who Learn 
Differently
Lynn Miner-Rosen M.Ed., BCC, CDCS, ADHD Coach 
Lynn, Boca Raton, FL

College students that learn differently face unique future 
career challenges during school and after graduation. In this 
presentation, I will share ten strategies to help students with 
ADHD, Autism Spectrum Disorder and Learning Disabilities 
identify the right career match and how to prepare for finding 
a job in a competitive market after college.

Level: Basic
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        1:30 PM –  2:30 PM 

F23 Instruction
Infusing Language Development into the Classroom
Jean Theros, MA, CCC, Holy Innocents’ Episcopal School, 
Atlanta, GA

It is imperative that those teaching our students infuse 
language learning throughout the curriculum. By developing 
a “language mindfulness” those teaching our students can 
easily introduce, incorporate, and establish a routine of 
naturally highlighting and extending language development 
through the elementary years and beyond. 

Level: Basic

DOUBLE SESSION - 1:30PM - 5:15PM
F24 Environmental/Medical
LDA’s Safer Chemicals, Healthier Minds Coalition
Tracy Gregoire, Learning Disabilities Association of 
America, Topsham, ME
Maureen Swanson, Healthy Children Project, Pittsburgh, 
PA

This workshop is only for LDA affiliates involved in the 
Healthy Children Project coalition, as well as LDA affiliates 
interested in doing HCP work. We will focus on HCP strategic 
planning for the coming year around our retailer or “market 
pressure” campaigns and our chemical policy work, as well 
as provide critical trainings needed to implement this work. 
This workshop is mandatory for all LDA affiliates receiving 
HCP funding. 

Level: Intermediate
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        2:45 PM –  3:45 PM 
F25 Cultural Diversity
Inclusive Strategies for Diverse Learners in K-12 and 
University Classrooms 
Patricia Peterson, Ph.D., LDA Professional Advisory 
Board, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ
Kathleen Abou-Rjaily, M.Ed., Northern Arizona University, 
Flagstaff, AZ
Susan Stoddard, M.Ed., Northern Arizona University, 
Flagstaff, AZ

Faculty were interviewed about their utilization of inclusive 
practices framed in Universal Design for Learning (UDL) in 
Spain and the U.S. Presenters will share use of best practice 
models, challenges, solutions, and user-friendly handbook 
for inclusion of diverse students with learning disabilities and 
instructional needs in K-12 and university classrooms.

Level: Intermediate

F26 Instruction
Diagnostic Instruction: Developing School and 
Classroom Leadership to Improve Learning
Gregory Bublitz, East Maine SD 63, Des Plaines, IL 
Charlene Cobb, East Maine SD 63, Des Plaines, IL
Dawn Dettloff, East Maine SD 63, Des Plaines, IL
Erin Sterling, East Maine SD 63, Des Plaines, IL

Diagnostic Instruction is a form of job-embedded professional 
development to improve teacher practice.  This process shifts 
the discourse related to student learning from remediation 
to acceleration.  Learn how teachers and support staff 
collaborated to examine their beliefs and improve student 
achievement.  The process and artifacts will be shared.

Level: Intermediate

F27 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Transitioning to Postsecondary Utilizing Coaching/
Mentoring through Increasing Noncognitive Factors
Candace Joles, Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN
Jessica Hatton, Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN

This session will provide techniques to assist with enhancing 
noncognitive compensatory strategies. These noncognitive 
factors include executive function, study strategies, and 
social skills. Coaching and mentoring students utilizing 
evidence-based strategies assists students with progress 
toward graduation.

Level: Intermediate

F29 Instruction
Reading for Meaning - Fluently
Barbara Denbow, Read Naturally, St. Paul, MN

Learn how to develop fluency, support vocabulary, and 
promote comprehension by combining the research-based 
strategies of teacher modeling, repeated reading, and 
progress monitoring.  The presentation includes a hands-
on demonstration of these powerful strategies that have 
accelerated the reading achievement of Title I, special 
education, and struggling readers nationwide. 

Level: Basic

F30 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Understanding What Matters Most for Transitioning LD 
Young Adults 
Michele Bauman Joseph, The Gateway Academy, 
Houston, TX
Scott Adams, Advance Houston, Houston, TX

Gateway Academy has examined common pathways, 
including both positive growth and problematic patterns with 
respect to transitioning from high school to the young adult 
world. Applying outcomes from several research studies on 
these students, the school has created programming for 
10th-12th grade students with social and learning challenges.

Level: Intermediate



57

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        2:45 PM –  3:45 PM 

F31 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Study Skills for Success in College Using Virtual 
Tutoring 
Sharon Fleischer, Fairleigh Dickinson University, Teaneck, 
NJ

This session will show how online, real-time, face-to-
face study skills instruction can have a positive effect on 
academic success for high school and college students with 
learning disabilities.  The presentation will include specific 
study skills, as well as examples from tutoring sessions. 

Level: Basic

LDA has prepared these great tips for attendees. We hope 
you find these hints helpful in planning a wonderful learning 
experience. 
 
Don’t go around the block. LDA has secured a block of rooms 
at a special rate. Rooms not utilized in our block impacts LDA 
financially, so please keep this in mind when booking your 
hotel rooms. 
 
Save Money. Regiater on or before February 2, 2018, to receive 
the early bird registration fee.

Dress in layers. Meeting room temperatures fluctuate 
throughout the day. Heating and cooling systems are not 
always reliable, so pack a sweater or jacket.

Please put all cell phones in vibrate or off mode. If you must 
take a call, please step totally out of the room before speaking 
on your phone.

F32 Instruction
A More Holistic Model; Integrating Intervention with 
Progressive Practices in Education 
Sarah Johnson, Tampa Preparatory School, Tampa, FL

In this session, we will examine how to build a more holistic 
model of student support. Through real examples, participants 
will explore a commitment to innovative pedagogy merged 
with an understanding of principles of clinical teaching 
from learning science, an adoption of a strengths-based 
approach, and school culture that celebrates diversity.

Level: Intermediate
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        4:00 PM –  5:00 PM 

F33 Instruction
Teaching Vocabulary Acquisition Using the SWIT 
Strategy for English Language Learners with Reading 
Difficulties
Michelle Sencibaugh, Valley Park School District, Valley 
Park, MO
Joseph Sencibaugh, Webster University, Saint Louis, MO

This session synthesizes a compendium of best practices of 
research-based strategies for teaching academic vocabulary 
to English Language Learners (ELLs) with mild disabilities. 
Participants attending this session will learn the differences 
between Tiers 1, 2, and 3 vocabulary as identified in the 
Common Core State Standards in addition to implementing 
specific interventions such as the Selecting Words for 
Instruction from Text (SWIT) strategy for explicitly teaching 
vocabulary in narrative and informational text to culturally 
and linguistically diverse students with reading difficulties.

Level: Basic

F34 Advocacy/Public Policy
IDEA Eligibility for Students with Learning Disabilities
Michael Connolly, McAndrews Law Offices, Berwyn, PA
Heidi B. Goldsmith, McAndrews Law Offices, Berwyn, PA

This session explores the different methods of identifying 
students with learning disabilities under the IDEA and 
identifies strategies for use in cases of disagreement over 
eligibility.

Level: Intermediate

F35 Professional Preparation
Strengthening Executive Functions in the Classroom
Angela Owens, Region 19, El Paso, TX
Bernice Garcia, Region 19, El Paso, TX

Are your students disorganized, distracted, lack time 
management skills and flexibility to solve problems?  
Executive functions consist of mental skills that enable 
children and teens to plan, organize, prioritize, & pay 
attention. Join us for this highly engaging workshop with 
hands on activities and simulations.  

Level: Basic

F36 Parents/Family
Effective Conflict Resolution for Parents and Educators
Bill Stockton, Luther College, Decorah, IA

There are simple and effective communication strategies 
which both teachers and parents may utilize for efficient  
group problem solving and conflict resolution. However, 
very few individuals have actually been instructed in these 
strategies,  They will be clearly presented with brief practice 
opportunities included.  

Level: Basic

F37 Technology
Roles of Mobile Apps to Promote Learning for Students 
with Specific Learning Disability: What does Research 
Say?
Pankaj Khazanchi, Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA
Rashmi Khazanchi, Mitchell County School System, 
Camilla, GA
Ajay Singh, Eastern New Mexico University, Portales, NM
Chia Jung Yeh, East Carolina University, Greenville, NC 

This research presentation will outline key aspects of the 
usage of mobile apps for teaching students with SLD and to 
promote learning in the classrooms. Presenters will reflect 
the usages of mobile apps for students with SLD in K-12 
classrooms. This research presentation will also highlight 
the issues while using the mobile apps in K-12 classrooms. 

Level: Basic

F38 Instruction
(Graphic) Organizing Social Studies for Students with 
Learning Disabilities
Tim Litner, University of South Carolina Aiken, Aiken, SC

For many students, the sheer amount of information typically 
presented in social studies classrooms can be both daunting 
and overwhelming. This session will discuss and provide 
simple, applicable ways to structure social studies content 
to best support the organizational needs of students with 
learning disabilities.

Level: Basic
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23        4:00 PM –  5:00 PM 

F39 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Working Together to Find the Best Post-Secondary Fit: 
Knowing my Resources
Jacqueline Jewett, Mitchell College, New London, CT
Jill Burstein, College Supports for Learning Differences, 
Northbrook, IL
Scott Garbini, Garbini Education and Career Consulting 
LLC., New London, CT

This session is for individuals working and preparing students 
with disabilities for the transition to college. Topics:
Differences between High School and College; How 
colleges work with outside resources to meet the diverse 
needs of students; Transition /GAP/Post Secondary Year 
Options; Differences between IDEA and ADA/504; Rescuers 
available to help families and schools with the complexity 
of post secondary education options; The Importance of 
Self-Advocacy; Providing Accommodations at College; and 
Disability Documentation Requirements will be discussed.

Level: Basic

F40 Mental Health
Helping Students with ADHD Find a Good Career Match
Chris Dendy, Chris A.Z. Dendy Consulting LLC
Cedar Bluff, AL

Selecting the right career is critical for students with ADHD.  
Any career choice should maximize a student’s strengths 
and minimize deficits. This nuts and bolts session will review 
career guidance and strategies to address school and 
work place challenges: tardiness, disorganization, timely 
completion of work and ADHD Friendly careers. 

Level: Basic
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It’s not too late!! Details on all of the above are in the back of this book!

See you in Atlanta in February!

Did you remember to...
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23         4:00 PM  –  5:00 PM   
F41

TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS
Are you a teacher looking to gain new insights, skills, techniques, or strategies? Table Talks are designed to give 
you access to a lot of great information in a short amount of time. In a Table Talk session, you’ll get to participate 
in three different mini-workshops. Just pick a topic of interest, grab a chair at the appropriate table, and when 
that mini-session is over, move to your next speaker. Table talks are informal, fun, and a great way to quickly 
gather a lot of new ideas! 

Coordinator:  Lori Parks, LDA Board of Directors, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, MI

Applying fMRI Neuroscience Findings to Classroom 
Practice: Addressing the Challenges?
Dr. Kourtland Robert Koch, Ball State University, Muncie, 
IN

This presentation will indicate why educational researchers 
can no longer afford to ignore or even isolate themselves 
from the information gained from neuroimaging or fMRI. This 
collaborative effort may even spark a change in prevailing 
educational theory and the way we evaluate future emerging 
methodologies to improve teaching and learning. 

Adding Mixed Numbers Made Easy for Students with 
Math Disabilities
Harvey Shropshire, PhD, Independent Consultant, 
Charlotte, NC 

Participants will observe the effects of using groups of 
blocks instead of pencil/paper or Cuisenaire Rods to teach 
students with math disabilities to add mix numbers. They will 
see how groups of blocks are used in finding least common 
denominators, establishing equivalencies, and adding mixed 
numbers. 

Using Cartoons to Teach Literature 
Bill Clute, Commonwealth Academy, Alexandria, VA

Students with dyslexia, weak memory, and slow processing 
skills can all become readers and part of the literary 
conversation with the use of comics. Learn about the 
rich genre of comics and how they can be used to inspire 
confidence in students who struggle with reading.

The Project Based Learning Continuum Activities for 
all Teachers and all Students  
Susan Kologi, Ph.D, Novitas Academy, Emmett, ID

Have you been curious about project based learning? Or 
how to use it in your classroom? Well, I have strategies 
for you! In this workshop, expect to learn the different 
ways to implement it into your classroom. On the “PBL 
continuum,” it is something all teachers can achieve.

Sight Words MEMORIZED: An Orton-Gillingham 
Teaching strategy that WORKS! 
Corey Cramb, IMSE, Nothville, MI
Victoria Jones, IMSE, Nothville, MI

Orton-Gillingham strategies that incorporate explicit, multi-
sensory, direct instruction are essential for teaching all 
students...especially those who struggle. In this session, 
learn multi-sensory strategies and activities for teaching 
sight words and/or high frequency words to spellers and 
readers of all ages.

Play to Remember
Kirstin Milliken, Ph.D., Private Practice, Portland, ME

Most people, but particularly those with ADHD, tend to learn 
and retain more when the learning is fun.   It  only makes 
sense to find ways to use these types of activities to improve 
their memory.  Parents, providers and teachers will learn 
strategies and games to help kids learn, remember more 
and improve their working memory abilities. Remember- 
learning can be FUN!

Math Strategies for K-12 Students, Including a Number 
Line to 10,000,000
James Franklin, III, Elm Street Elementary, Rome, GA 

Join us for a presentation by Jim Franklin, teacher of special 
education, who invented a number line to 10,000,000 and 
other math manipulatives that address the standards of 
fractions, decimals, weight, capacity, elapsed time, and 
money. Learn tips and differentiation of instruction strategies 
that are applicable to all students, including students with 
visual impairments.
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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23         4:00 PM  –  5:00 PM   

Put Down the iPhone and Pick Up Some Sticks! 
Drumming My Way to Managing My Disability in 
College
Jacqueline Jewett, Mitchell College, New London, CT
Pat Gesualdo,  Drums and Disabilities D.A.D, Clifton, NJ

The college expectation of independence remains a 
challenge; and for many students, it is the first time that 
they are faced with the challenge of self-structure.  Anxiety, 
ADHD, Dyslexia and Executive Function Deficit are 
impacting student success in  independently navigating 
success in college.  Self- management remains the key to 
college success. Drum therapy is designed to stimulate the 
key brain areas that are impacted by stress due to anxiety, 
dyslexia and attention deficit or executive function weakness. 
By increasing attention and focus, through this kinesthetic-
visual methodology students learn to manage their learning 
obstacles with out using technology. Come join in and see 
the academic, social and emotional benefits first hand.

Strategies for Parent-School Collaboration From Those 
with a Double-Sided View
Keri Haley, Ph.D., Univ. of West Florida, Pensacola, FL
Dr. Katherine Koch, St. Mary’s College of Maryland, St. 
Mary’s City, MD

Two special educators, who are also parenting adults 
with disabilities, discuss research on parents of children 
with disabilities who are also educators. This session will 
discuss how those with a double-sided mirror can facilitate 
collaboration and provide suggestions for building meaningful 
parent-school relationships where students succeed and 
families feel empowered.

Experiences From a Decade of Tier III Intervention
Anna Schreuder, Ph.D., Dyscalculia Services, Houston, 
TX

We will review the 10 golden rules for Tier III Dyscalculia 
Intervention and give examples of all of them, sharing the 
most effective strategies from a decade of intervention. 
Leave with ready ideas for your Tier II or III intervention and 
your template of the “Happy Hundred Foldable Multiplication” 
method.

F41

TABLE TALK FOR TEACHERS (continued)
Single Subject Research Design to Identify Evidence 
Based Practices in Teaching Students with Specific 
Learning Disability (SLD)
Pankaj Khazanchi, Liberty University, Lynchburg, VA
Dr Ajay Singh, Eastern New Mexico University, Portales, 
NM
Dr. Chia Jung Yeh, East Carolina University, Greenville, 
NC
Rashmi Khazanchi, Mitchell County High School, Camilla, 
GA

Use of single subject research design has a rich history in 
special education. This research presentation will explore 
the use of single subject research design and evidence 
based practices for teaching students with specific learning 
disability (SLD).  
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& RELATED DISORDERS
LEARNING DISABILITIES

IEP INFORMATION
& PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS

LDA POSITION PAPERS

TECHNOLOGY TOOLS
& INFORMATION RESOURCES

STUDENT PLANNING
& RECORD-KEEPING

This resource manual is designed as a reference
and record collection tool for persons interested in
students with learning disabilities. The three-ring
binder with five color-coded sections (described
here) can be ordered from LDA.

ORDERING INFORMATION
Place your order at:

ldaamerica.org/resource-book

$25
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SATURDAY STRANDS

Advocacy/Public Policy S5, S9 Mental Health S2, S5, S13, S16

Assessment/Evaluation S2 Parents/Families S7, S9, S16

Cultural Diversity S18, S20 Post-Secondary/Adult 
Transition S1, S8, S14, S23, S24

Early Childhood S2, S22 Professional Preparation S6, S19

Environmental/Medical S7 Related Disorders S4, S17

Instruction S3, S6, S10, S13, S14, S15, S21, 
S22, S23 Technology S1, S20

Legal Justice S5, S11 Urban Education S4, S12, S22, S23
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24        8:30 AM –  9:30 AM

S1 Technology
Super Smash Brothers - Chrome and Apple
Sandi (Mahl) Smith, PATINS Project, Columbus, IN

1 + 1 = Spectacular!  Learn the meaning of device agnostic 
and how to smash apps across platforms to create greater 
flexibility!  Don’t  worry!  You will retain your values and 
experience no radiation poisoning!  You will just find a new 
way of using some old friends to create greater outcomes!

Level: Intermediate

S2 Early Childhood
Developing a Diagnostic Tool to Detect Emotional-
Regulation Disorders in Children At-Risk
Lauren Wright-Jones, St. Louis University, St. Louis, MO

Emotional-Regulation (ER) is often associated with a child’s 
ability to modify emotional reactions, self-monitor, monitor, 
and evaluate a situation. To date, no scalable tool exists that 
directly and comprehensively assesses ER processes in 
toddlers, ages 18 to 36 months. This study was designed to 
fill that gap and provide a tool to detect and diagnose early 
weaknesses in emotional regulation of children at-risk. 

Level: Intermediate

S3 Instruction
Destination Comprehension--Navigating the Road to 
Understanding Complex Text
Robin Forsyth, The New Community School, Richmond, 
VA

This interactive presentation demonstrates evidence-
based instructional practices for teaching advanced reading 
strategies to dyslexic adolescents.  Using selections from 
authentic text, participants learn how to help students build 
on learned skills, engage with complex literature, and apply 
useful comprehension strategies for reading in the upper 
grades of high school and college.

Level: Basic

S4 Related Disorders
A Beginners Guide to Executive Functioning and How 
to Help
Cheryl Chase, Ph.D., Chasing Your Potential, 
Independence, OH

The executive functions are cognitive skills that permit 
students to behave in deliberate, organized ways. They 
are frequently underdeveloped in children with learning 
challenges. In easy to understand language, this talk will 
define the term executive functions, describe how they 
impact learning and performance, and offer strategies to 
help. 

Level: Basic

S5 Mental Health
Legal Rights of Students with LD and Mental Health 
Needs
Michael Connolly, McAndrews Law Offices, Berwyn, PA
Heidi Goldsmith, McAndrews Law Offices, Berwyn, PA

This session will outline potential pitfalls for students with a 
co-existing learning disability and mental health need and 
identify strategies for addressing problems at each step of 
the special education process.

Level: Intermediate

S6 Instruction
Fixing the Foundation: Embedding “Basic Skills” 
Within Rigorous College-Prep Courses 
Claire Walter, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL
Dr. Daphne Sajous-Brady, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL
Ravi Shah, Wolcott School, Chicago, IL

This presentation highlights collaborative practices adopted 
at the Wolcott School, a college-prep high school for students 
who learn differently, that address the building of “basic 
skills” while students participate in rigorous coursework. 
Collaborative approaches used by learning specialists along 
with the English and math departments will be shared.

Level: Intermediate
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24        8:30 AM –  9:30 AM

S7 Parents/Family
Feeding LD and ADHD Learners: A Research-Based 
Discussion
Benjamin Powers, DBA, The Southport School, Southport, 
CT
Estee Glikman, The Southport School, Southport, CT

Join a licensed nutritionist and a head of an independent 
school for students with dyslexia and ADHD for an informative 
discussion on feeding learners with Learning Disabilities and/
or ADHD.  In this session, participants will learn about the 
research around nutrition, learning disabilities, and ADHD, 
as well as practical suggestions for meal and snack times.

Level: Basic

S8 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Ready or Not?  Peparing for Transition to Adulthood
Ruth Hughes, Ruth Hughes Consulting, Columbia, MD

Is your teen ready to move on to college or a job, 
independence and adulthood?  Many of our teens are not.  
How do you assess his or her readiness and how can you 
help them be prepared for leaving home.  Dr. Hughes will 
help parents, teachers, and therapists assess readiness, 
explore options for alternatives to college, understand the 
challenges faced by our young adults when leaving home, 
and prepare for the times when things go wrong.  She is the 
mother of an adult son with ADHD and learning disabilities, a 
clinical psychologist, and the former CEO of CHADD.  

Level: Basic
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24        9:45 AM – 10:45 AM
S9 Advocacy/Public Policy
LEAD: STUDENT VOICES: Dyslexia, Dysgraphia, 
Dyscalculia & ADHD
Jeanine Charlton, Cheyenne Mountain High School, 
Colorado Springs, CO
Cheyenne Mountain High School Students, Colorado 
Springs, CO

Students from The Nationally Recognized Learning and 
Educating About Disabilities (LEAD) program from Cheyenne 
Mountain High School in Colorado Springs will present 
a panel discussion and share from their perspective what 
it is like to be a student with a disability and how schools, 
teachers, and parents can best support them.   

Level: Basic

S10 Instruction
The Emotional Brain: Tools for Learning Success from 
Affective Neuroscience
Rebecca Resnik, Rebecca Resnik and Associates LLC, 
Bethesda, MD

Affective Neuroscience (the study of emotion in the brain) 
has exciting implications for understanding learning. 
Cognitive-Emotional circuits govern all learning, from 
solving math problems, to reading a book. This presentation 
focuses on practical applications of research to facilitating 
learning, motivation, and achievement for individuals with 
LD throughout the lifespan.  

Level: Intermediate

S11 Legal Justice
From Stalemate to Mediate
Heidi Goldsmith, McAndrews Law Offices, Berwyn, PA
Michael Connolly, McAndrews Law Offices, Berwyn, PA

This session presents an overview of mediation and 
develops practical skills for advocates considering this 
dispute resolution avenue.

Level: Advanced

S12 Urban Education
Beyond Behavior Management:  Understanding 
Behavior of Students with Learning Disabilities 
Rachel Figurasmith, Ramapo for Children, New York, NY

Beyond Behavior Management introduces a model of 
understanding student behaviors  as communicating 
unmet needs and lagging skills. This workshop focuses 
on the intersection of learning disabilities and behavior 
management. Participants leave with a “Toolbox” of 
strategies for preventing, understanding and responding to 
behaviors. 

Level: Intermediate

S13 Instruction
Using the Science of Behavior Change to Help 
Resistant Students Use Good Strategies
Michael Delman, Beyond BookSmart, Needham, MA

It’s frustrating for educators and parents when students 
resist our interventions, yet there are reasons why students 
may not want to use the helpful strategies we offer them. 
In this workshop, a nationally recognized expert in teaching 
executive function skills helps educators understand which 
executive function challenges interfere with students’ abilities 
to be productive and effective learners. Participants will learn 
5 stages of the well-researched Stages of Change model, 
communication strategies to foster buy-in, and specific tools 
to use with students.  

Level: Intermediate

S14 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
An Interdisciplinary Approach to Social Language 
Development During Transition 
Katie Rogers, M.S., CRC, LPC, OPTIONS Transitions to 
Independence, Carbondale, IL
Carrie Collins, M.S., CCC-SLP, OPTIONS Transitions to 
Independence, Carbondale, IL
Naomi Arseneau, M.S.Ed., Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale, IL

This session features an interdisciplinary panel of 
professionals:  a vocational counselor, a speech and language 
pathologist, and a special educator and will highlight how, 
through a collaborative effort, social language development 
can be incorporated into vocational and academic aspects 
of transition.

Level: Intermediate
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24        9:45 AM – 10:45 AM
S15 Instruction
Opportunities to Respond and Error Correction in 
Structured Literacy Instruction
Gentry Earle, M.Ed., Atlanta Speech School, Atlanta, GA
Sandra Montaña, M.Ed., Atlanta Speech School, Atlanta, 
GA

The purpose of this presentation is to provide practitioners 
with specific techniques to increase opportunities to respond 
(OTR) during reading instruction, as well as scaffolded 
prompts to facilitate efficient error correction. Conference 
attendees will learn how to increase rates of responding 
and which techniques are most appropriate to achieve 
certain instructional objectives. In addition, attendees will be 
provided with an error-handling flowchart to aid the selection 
of the most efficient, least intrusive prompt for a particular 
student and/or lesson. Thus, this presentation will offer 
practical teaching strategies (i.e., OTR and error correction 
techniques), supporting research, and a “troubleshooting” 
guide to ensure OTR are implemented effectively.   

Level: Basic

S16 Parents/Family
Learning to Walk in Someone Else’s Shoes: Teaching 
Parents How to Promote Improved Social Awareness 
and Understand Someone Else’s Perspective 
Caroline Maguire, ADD Coach Academy, Albany, NY

Let’s face it – it’s frustrating when you witness your child 
doing and saying things that can make them seem rude or 
insensitive. This workshop will present techniques proven 
to help children with ADHD learn how to recognize other 
people’s point of view (perspective taking), gain greater 
social self-awareness, change the messages they telegraph 
to other people, self-evaluate their behavior, and adapt 
their behavior depending on the unspoken rules, context, 
people and situation, in order to develop and improve their 
perspective taking skills. Participants will leave with step-
by-step techniques to address tone, unexpected social 
behavior, misguided humor, continual monologue, and other 
common ADHD social challenges that make children seem 
insensitive or rude.

Level: Basic
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24       11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
S17 Related Disorders
Executive Function in Secondary Students with ADHD 
and Reading Disorder  
Kara Scott Loftin, University of Northern Colorado, 
Greeley, CO

ADHD and reading disorder frequently occur together. 
Intensive structured literacy instruction and executive 
function skills training is necessary to address the needs of 
students with these diagnoses. Specific to the secondary 
student, common strengths and weaknesses, curricular 
scope and sequence, content standards, assessments, and 
tools to bolster success are shared.

Level: Intermediate

S18 Cultural Diversity
Using Technology to Support Culturally and 
Linguistically Diverse Students with Disabilities 
Claudia Rodas, Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, AZ
Dr.  Anthony Osborn, Northern Arizona University, 
Tucson, AZ

Technology can be universally beneficial for Culturally 
and Linguistically Diverse students when used with well-
designed lessons and aligned to the IEP. This presentation 
will provide participants a framework to make decisions about 
technology and how to create opportunities to integrate it to 
content standards and directly related to specific IEP goals. 

Level: Intermediate

S19 Professional Preparation

Implementing Universal Design for Learning in 
Professional Settings
Dr. Tammy Mahon, Taylor University, Upland, IN
Candace Joles, Vincennes University, Vincennes, IN

Professionals working with or teaching older students or 
adults with learning disabilities will be equipped with the 
ability to facilitate greater learning outcomes through the 
Universal Design for Learning Principles. Professionals will 
be able to apply strategies aligned with the principles to 
facilitate learning toward generalization in the workforce.

Level: Intermediate

S21 Instruction
Using SRSD to Improve Mathematics Problem-Solving 
Skills 
Michelle Popham, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Simone Adams, Clemson University, Clemson, SC
Janie Hodge,  Clemson University, Clemson, SC

This presentation provides an overview of the self-regulated 
strategy development (SRSD) framework and specific 
examples of SRSD within mathematics problem solving. 
Participants will engage in SRSD instruction and develop 
sample materials for their classrooms. Resources will be 
provided to facilitate the implementation of the SRSD model 
in mathematics problem-solving skills. 

Level: Basic

S22 Instruction
Multisensory Magic: Engaging the Senses So That 
Literacy Learning Sticks
Jennifer Hasser, Kendore Learning, Alpharetta, GA

In this lively workshop, participants will learn games and 
activities that they can play one-on-one or in a classroom 
setting to teach and reinforce literacy instruction. We will 
discuss the research-based reasons why multisensory 
techniques work. Participants will move, have fun, and view 
learning in a refreshing way. 

Level: Basic
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24       11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
S23 Instruction
Foundational Grammar for Reading and Writing: Just 
the Barebones
Wendy Stacy M.S., CCC-SLP, LDT, CALT-QI, CDT, 
ReadWrite, Oklahoma City, OK

An understanding of the grammatical roles words play in 
sentences is a necessary precursor to developing fluent 
sentence formation and comprehension skills. In this 
interactive workshop, participants will experience an inquiry-
based approach to sentence analysis, formation, and 
comprehension and leave with tools they can immediately 
implement in their classrooms.  

Level: Basic

S24 Post Secondary/Adult Transition
Social Tools for Real Life: Relationship Success in 
Today’s World
Sharona Sommer CPC, College Internship Program,  
Brevard, FL
Michele Ramsay, Ph.D., College Internship Program,  
Brevard, FL

For many individuals on the autism spectrum and/or with 
learning disabilities, navigating social relationships can be a 
confusing and often stressful life experience. In this interactive 
workshop, participants will develop a deeper understanding 
of the complex challenges that lead to unfavorable social 
outcomes. Participants will learn practical tools and skills 
necessary to establish and maintain healthy relationships 
with family, friends and within a work environment. 

Level: Intermediate
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It’s not too late!! Details on all of the above are in the back of this book!

See you in Atlanta in February!

Did you remember to...
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SPEAKERS
Abou-Rjaily, Kathleen F25
Adams, Scott F30
Adams, Simone S21
Allen, Abigail PS1
Annicchiarico, Jose F40
Arseneau, Naomi S14
Ayoob, Libby T7

Banerjee, Manju T17
Barber, Marshaun T15
Barnes, JoAnna W26, F16
Barraza, Daniel F9
Barto, Amy T14
Bauman Joseph, Michele F30
Bergtholdt, Debbie W32
Bhargava, Rachna W41
Booher, Lizzie T1
Boucher, Cheryl T6
Bowker, David ABQ
Brinckerhoff, Loring T5
Brown, Sheila T27
Brown, Thomas W11
Broyles, Allen W17
Bryck, Richard PS2
Bublitz, Gregory F26
Bukowski, Kathleen T7
Burstein, Jill F39
Bush, David PS2

Campbell-Rush, Peggy T4
Carey, Regina W37
Carmichael, Becca T37
Caruso, Karen F11
Chambers, Alex PS1
Charlton, Jeanine S9
Chase, Cheryl S4
Cheyenne Mountain HS
Students S9
Cho, EunMi T11
Clute, Bill F41
Cobb, Charlene F26
Cobb, Jennifer T1
Cochran, Samantha W9, T23
Cohen, Jennifer T26
Coles, Claire W1
Collins, Carrie S14
Connolly, Michael F34, S5, S11
Counts, Jennifer PS1
Cramb, Corey F41
Craven, Annette PS2

Dahlstrom-Hakki, Ibrahim W24
Das, Ajay T11
David, Rachel T38
Davis, Jeanne T16
Deighan, Karen W41
Delman, Michael S13
Dempster, Diane T13
Denbow, Barbara F29
Dendy, Chris W21, F40
Dettloff, Dawn F26

Earle, Gentry S15
Ekpenyong, Emedi Ini PS2
Ekpenyong, Grace PS2
Estrada, Rodolfo W9, T23

Fein, Gary W13
Figurasmith, Rachel S12
Fitzgerald, Kathleen W37
Flanagan, Dawn RTI
Fleischer, Sharon F31
Flores, Margaret W29
Flynn, William W25
Fontana, Judith F13
Forsyth, Robin S3
Franklin, III, James F41
Frost, Julia W34
Fruechtenicht, Georgia W31
Fuchs, Doug RTI
Fulks, Lisa PS1
Furia, Juhi PS1

Gallo, Jessica F18
Garabini, Scott F39
Garcia, Bernice F35, T33
Garner, Katie W4
Garrett, Tracy PS1
Gesualdo, Pat F41
Glikman, Estee S7
Glover, Jeanette F21
Goldsmith, Heidi F34, S5, S11
Goray, Kerrie T30
Gregoire, Tracy W35, T19, F24
Guerriero, Tara PS2

Hale, William W41
Haley, Keri F41
Haney, Jill W36
Hasser, Jennifer S22
Hatton, Jessica F27
Hinton, Vanessa W29
Hodge, Janie S21
Horne, LeDerick KNW, W7
Hosterman, John F4
Houlihan, Brigid W41
Hughes, Kellian W41
Hughes, Ruth S8
Huzinec, Chris PS2

Jeppsen, Carolyn W22
Jewett, Jacqueline F39, F41
Johns, Beverley W5, W18
Johnson, Bridgette F15
Johnson, Doris F10
Johnson, Sarah F32
Joles, Candace F27, S19
Jones, Christine W38
Jones, Victoria F41
Josel, Leslie F14
Jung Yeh, Chia W41, F37, F41

Kaffar, Bradley W29
Kelley, Mary Beth T38
Kessler, Julie F19
Khazanchi, Pankaj W41, F37, F41
Khazanchi, Rashmi W41, F37, F41
King, Tim T21
Kniskern, Joy F07
Knoell, Donna T02, F1
Koch, Katherine T34, F41
Koch, Kourtland Robert F41
Kologi, Susan F41
Kornmeier, Krys W7

La Marca, Jeff W20
Latham, Pat T9, F4
LeBlanc, Julie W23
Lewis, James T39
Liang, Jennifer W28
Liberi, Barbara T3
Lindbergh, Evie T32
Lindstrom, Jennifer PS1
Lintner, Tim F38
Linville, Bonnie T15
Lipinski, Michelle T16

Macguire, Patrick F21
MacMillan, Karen F8
Maguire, Caroline S16
Mahl Smith, Sandi T10, S1
Mahon, Tammy S19
Mandlawitz, Myrna T9, KNF
Mazzeo, Kelly W39
McDonald, Austin F7
McHale-Small, Monica PS1, T3
McKey, Angela T1
Meglio, Jessica W14
Mendelsohn, Elizabeth W40
Miller, Brett RTI
Miller, Bruce W30
Miller, Mark W11
Millians, Molly W1
Milliken, Kirsten F41
Millstein, Rachel PS2
Miner-Rosen, Lynn F22
Montaña, Sandra S15
Morin, Amanda W8
Mullooly, Robert T28
Murray, Morgan T5

Nisch, Maureen F21

Oehler, Kathy T6
Okon, J. PS2
Oliver, Julie T37
O'Riordan, Maura W41
Ortiz, Samuel RTI
Osborn, Anthony S18
Owens, Angela PS2, T33, F35

Paraday, Janet W41
ParrIll, Melinda F12
Perry, Crystal T1
Pesacreta, Geraldine T30
Peterson, Patricia F9, F25
Phillips, Carolyn W2, T1, ADL
Phillips, Jen W16
Pollard, Nora T5
Popham, Michelle PS1, S21
Poupart, Ingrid W41
Powell, Beth F20
Powers, Benjamin S7
Price, Lynda F19
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SPEAKERS (CONTINUED)
Ragland, Kaye F11
Ramsay, Michele T36, S24
Reed, Char W16
Reott, Diane PS1
Resnik, Rebecca S10
Reynolds Reyman, Marcia W10
Rice, Holly T32
Rodas, Claudia S18
Rogers, Katie S14
Roy, Josh W15
Royston, Karen F7
Russell, Steven T32

Sagar, Rajesh W41
Sahu, Anamika W41
Sajous-Brady, Daphne S6
Salisbury, Wendy W3
Santistevan Matthews, 
Patricia F9
Scheiner, Susan T24
Schreuder, Anna F41
Schultz, Edward T20
Schultz, Jerome KNT, F17
Scott, Kristina PS2, T22
Scott Loftin, Kara S17
Scully, Jennifer T12
Sencibaugh, Angela T18, F33
Sencibaugh, Joseph T18, F33
Shah, Ravi S6
Showalter, Stephen F9
Shropshire, Harvey F41
Sinclair, Dan W6
Singh, Ajay W41, F37, F41
Singh, Vinay W41
Sklar, Marydee T31
Smith, Kaci F5
Smith, Laurie W31
Sommer, Sharona T36, S24
Spire-Oh, Kimberly W19, F16
Stacy, Wendy S23
Stecker, Pamela PS1
Steel, Janeen W9, W26, T23, F16
Sterling, Erin F26
Stockton, Bill F36
Stoddard, Susan F25
Strzelczyk, Jennifer W14
Swanson, H. Lee RTI
Swanson, Maureen W35, T19, F24

Tavares, Alexandre T35
Taylor-Klaus, Elaine T13
Teach, Joan KNF
Theros, Jean F23
Thompson, Janna T34
Thurman, Rosey T15
Tolbert, Josua W33

Uliana, Daphne PS1
Uko, Ini-Abasi Nyong PS2
Ukpong, Comfort PS2
Uzoh NDT (INPP), Chinenye W27

Walker, Aisha F6
Walter, Claire S6
West, Thomas W12
Whitten, Ann F2
Williams, Regina W41
Williams, Simon F8
Willson, John F3
Woodin, Christopher T25
Wright-Jones, Lauren S2

Zhang, Shudong PS1
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
$55 Individual Membership (includes annual national, state, and local dues where applicable)
$25 Student Membership *Must include verification of student status*
(Please note that Organizational Memberships are also available. For $300, organizations receive 5 
memberships and a subscription to the LDA Journal, Learning Disabilities: A Multidisciplinary Journal. 
Please visit www.ldaamerica.org or contact info@ldaamerica.org or (412) 341-1515 for more 
information.)

Name: _______________________________________________________________________
Street Address: ________________________________________________________________
City: _________________________ State: ________ Zip: ______________
Email: ________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________

(Check all that apply)
I am a(n):  individual with LD  professional ( mental health  medical)  educator ( early childhood          
 elementary  middle  high school  post-secondary)  school administrator  family member of an 
individual with LD  parent of an individual with LD  Other ___________________________

I heard about LDA membership from:  national website  local affiliate  social media  school  friend        
 conference  other_____________________________

Membership type:  new member  renewal 

Is this membership a gift:  yes  no
If yes, please provide your information:

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Email: _______________________________________________________________

Enclosed is:   $55 yearly dues  $25 full-time yearly student dues (must provide proof of student status)

 Please accept my tax deductible donation of $_______

Total: _____________________

Check #: _____________________

Please note: LDA does not accept purchase orders for membership dues. All sales are final. Membership is 
non-refundable. If you wish to purchase your membership via Credit Card, please either use our secure online 
system at https://ldaamerica.org/membership/join-lda or call the number below and our staff will be glad to 
help.

Please send completed form and check by mail to:
LDA ● 4156 Library Road, Suite 3 ● Pittsburgh, PA  15234

by fax to: (412) 344-0224
by email to: info@ldaamerica.org
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DESTINATION AND TRAVEL INFORMATION
Atlanta, capital of the state of Georgia, is in almost all respects the principal center of the American 
South. It lies in the foreland of the southern foothills of the Piedmont Plateau, on the watershed between 
the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic.  The city was originally planned as a railway junction, and rapidly 
developed into an important commercial town. In recent years, it has become a major economic and 
cultural center in the American southeast and an important hub of air traffic. Internationally famed
businesses, including Coca-Cola and CNN, have their headquarters here. Those visiting Atlanta will 
find a large and vibrant American city with southern charm.

LDA conference events will take place in the Hilton Atlanta.

Hilton Atlanta
255 Courtland St NE, Atlanta, GA 30303
(404) 659-2000

HOUSING ACCOMODATIONS
We wish to share with you important information to facilitate the hotel booking process for your LDAs 
55th Annual International Conference.   Hotel reservations should be made as soon as possible 
since there are limited rooms available at the special group rate of $179.00 single/double 
occupancy. All room rates are subject to state, local, and occupancy taxes in effect in Atlanta.  To 
book a room, simply log onto LDA’s website at https://ldaamerica.org/conference for a direct link to the 
Hilton Atlanta, or call the hotel directly at (404)-659–2000.  If you call the hotel directly, you must 
reference the group meeting LDA in order to secure the discounted room rate of $179.00.  All 
reservations MUST be made by January 30, 2018 or before the group room block is sold out. Prevailing 
rates may apply after this date or when the group rooms are sold out, whichever occurs first.  Rooms 
are subject to availability.

TRANSPORTATION
The world’s busiest airport, Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport (ATL), also known as 
Atlanta Airport, Hartsfield, or Hartsfield–Jackson, is an international airport located 7 miles south of 
Atlanta's central business district, in the U.S. state of Georgia.  There are three suggested airport 
transportation methods from ATL to the Hilton Atlanta:

1. Shared-Ride Shuttle Service: Shared-Ride Van Service provides transportation services to 
and from the Atlanta central business district and Downtown.  Shuttles leave every 15 minutes 
from the Airport from stalls 3 through 10.  Shuttle fare is $16.50 per person.  You can contact 
Atlanta Superior Shuttle at (770)-457-4794 or visit their website at www.atlsuperiorshuttle.com.

2. Taxi: Taxicab service at the Airport is located on the Yellow Bus aisle. For additional 
information, call (404) 530-3485. There is a flat fee of $30.00 for all taxi service from the airport 
to the hotel for 2 or more passengers.  There may be an additional $2.50 surcharge for single 
passengers.

3. Uber: Download the UBER app to your smart phone and enter your destination, Hilton Atlanta.  
Confirm your pickup location and the app will indicate the cost (based on availability).  Average 
Uber rates are commonly between $15.00 - $30.00 per ride.
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REGISTRATION PROCEDURE
ONLINE
LDA strongly encourages you to register online at www.LDAAmerica.org/conference/
Or if you choose, you may register by one of these other methods:
FAX: If paying by credit card (Visa, Master Card, Discover, AmEx), you may fax your registration to (412) 344-0224.
MAIL: If paying by check, you may mail the completed pre-registration form and your check to:

LDA 2018 International Conference
Registration Chair
4156 Library Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15234

Register early to ensure that you are enrolled in the sessions of your choice. All attendees are welcome to pre-register for 
any session or workshop. The session level designation will allow attendees to make a more informed decision on 
their choices: Basic (beginner focus, minimal background on topic necessary); Intermediate (more experienced focus, 
required basic background on topic); or Advanced (expert/practiced focus).

Attention students: only FULL TIME students are eligible for the student rate. These registrations cannot be 
submitted online. The pre-registration page, along with a photocopy of your current student ID and a photocopy of your 
enrollment showing your current schedule, must all be submitted together either via fax or the U.S. postal service.

Attention schools: if you are registering attendees using a school purchase order, you must either fax the forms in or 
send them via the U.S. postal service.

LDA Fax (412) 344-0224 LDA Federal ID # 23-7088242
For registration questions, please contact the LDA National Office at (412) 341-1515 or info@ldaamerica.org

ON-SITE REGISTRATION
There will be on-site registration available, but you will not be able to register specific sessions at that time. On-site 
registration is on a first-come, first-served basis.

On-Site Registration Hours:
Tuesday, February 20th 4:00 PM – 6:00 PM Wednesday, February 21st    7:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Thursday, February 22nd 7:30 AM – 3:00 PM Friday, February 23rd    7:30 AM – 3:00 PM
Saturday, February 24th 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

POINTS TO REMEMBER
• US Funds only. Checks payable to LDA.
• Membership in LDA is not required for attendance at sessions or other events; however non-members are urged 

to consider the benefits of LDA membership.
• ALL registration correspondence must be received in Pittsburgh no later than February 16, 2018.
• Admittance to all sessions, workshops, exhibit hall, and bookstore requires a registration badge.

CANCELLATION REFUND POLICY
Request must be received on or before December 1, 2017. A $25.00 registration processing fee will be deducted. 
Send written request to address above. No refunds after December 1, 2017.

SPECIAL EVENT TICKETS
Tickets for the separate fee events (RTI Symposium, Adult Luncheon, Awards Banquet) may be purchased via the Pre-
Registration Form. Tickets are limited and may not be available for purchase on-site. Tickets to these events are non-
refundable.  

The Learning Disabilities Association of America and the Hilton Atlanta hotel accommodate individuals with disabilities. 
Reasonable accommodations may be requested prior to January 6, 2018, but LDA cannot guarantee services requested 
after that date.

Photo Release: LDA and its legal representatives and assigns, retain the right and permission to publish, without 
charge, photographs taken during this event. These photographs may be used in publications, including electronic 
publications, or in audio-visual presentations, promotional literature, advertising, or in other similar ways.



75

LEARNING DISABILITIES ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA
2018 CONFERENCE PRE-REGISTRATION FORM

Mail to: LDA 2018 International Conference
4156 Library Road
Pittsburgh, PA 15234-1349

Register Online: 
http://www.ldaamerica.org/conference

REGISTRANT INFORMATION
Last name: First: Initial: I need reasonable accommodations:

Street address: Office / Cell phone no.: Home phone no.:

(          ) (          )

Suite or Apt #: City: State: ZIP Code:

Email:

I am a…(please check all that apply):

 LDA Member  Non-Member  Conference Speaker  Parent  Professional  LD Adult  Student
If you checked LDA Member above, please enter your Member ID here: 
(If you are not a member, or would like to renew your membership, please include the membership form in this book with your registration and dues)

LIST 1ST AND 2ND CHOICE – SESSION NUMBER ONLY
Please note: some sessions and workshops cut across multiple time frames on a day.

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND 1ST 2ND

8:00 
9:30

KEYNOTE 
SESSION

8:00
9:30

KEYNOTE 
SESSION

8:00
9:30

KEYNOTE 
SESSION

8:30
9:30

10:15
11:15

10:15
11:15

10:15
11:15

9:45
10:45

11:30
12:30

11:30
12:30

11:30
12:30

11:00
12:00

12:30
1:30

VISIT
EXHIBITS

12:30
1:30

VISIT
EXHIBITS

12:30
1:30

VISIT
EXHIBITS

Please Note: 
It is not necessary to 

register for Poster 
Sessions. 

Some sessions and 
workshops cut across 

multiple time frames on 
a day.

1:30
2:30

1:45
2:45

1:30
2:30

2:45
3:45

3:00
4:00

2:45
3:45

4:00
5:00

4:15
5:15

4:00
5:00

REGISTRATION FEES
Please check either Full Conference or Single Days, as appropriate

 FULL CONFERENCE (4 DAYS) On or Before 
2/2/2018

After 
2/2/2018

 Member* $315 $350 $
 Non-Member $465 $500 $
 Student Member Rate** $110 $110 $
 Student Non-Member Rate** $160 $160 $

** Student members much attach verification of full-time student status at time of registration.
OR

 SINGLE DAY(S) REGISTRATION (please choose your day(s) below – check each that applies)
Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday Don’t forget to multiply by number of days you’ve chosen.
 Member* $190 $215 $
 Non-Member $240 $265 $
ADDITIONAL OPTIONS AVAILABLE
 RTI Symposium – with Lunch Provided $80 $80 $
 RTI Symposium – no Lunch Provided $55 $55 $
 Adult Luncheon $35 $35 $
 Awards Banquet $55 $55 $
 I’d like to make a tax-deductible donation to LDA $

TOTAL FEES: $

Please use this form only if you’re paying via mail, with a check or purchase order.
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NON-PROFIT ORG.  
U. S. POSTAGE  

P A I D  
PERMIT NO. 1260  
PITTSBURGH, PA   

2018 LDA International Conference  
4156 Library Road   
Pittsburgh, PA 15234   

Use your smart phone and 
scan  the above QR code to 

access the  latest conference 
information!

Atlanta, GA
February 21-24, 2018

If you’ve already received this booklet, please pass it along to a colleague or friend.

Registration discounts for LDA members!

Not a member? Join TODAY!


